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Introduction

This paper aims at delving deeper into the attitudes of the population of four regions of Georgia -
Adjara, Samegrelo, Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli - in the context of the conservative-
liberal dichotomy, while also demonstrating and properly assessing the potential for populist and
radical elements to influence the population in the political aspect. The study is a continuation of
similar efforts carried out in the same and other regions in 2018-2022,* which, to some extent,
allows us to generalize the results of the study to the entire country and perceive a broader
picture.

The task of the paper is to provide actors interested in populism and radicalism, including violent
radicalism, with quantitative and qualitative data that is necessary to deal with these phenomena
in both purely theoretical/academic and practical policy aspects.

The work was prepared in 2024 by the Liberal Academy Thbilisi (EI-LAT) in partnership with the
Institute for Social Research and Analysis (ISSA-Georgia). Both organizations closely cooperated
in processing and analyzing both quantitative and qualitative data. Focus group meetings and in-
depth interviews were also conducted in the target regions within the framework of the study.
The work is intended for both the public sector, non-governmental and international
organizations, the media and other interested parties.

We chose a regional principle for the study, its geographical area includes four regions -
Samegrelo, Adjara, Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli. However, the number of target groups
is six. In Adjara and Kvemo Kartli, two groups were identified, each of which we examined
separately - Christians and Muslims in Adjara, and ethnic Azerbaijanis and ethnic Georgians in
Kvemo Kartli. Our choice is noteworthy in that, on the one hand, it allows us to see events in
regional, ethnic and religious contexts, and on the other hand, it also somewhat broadens the
horizon of data generalization. The results of the study showed us significant differences (in some
cases, even radical variances) in the assessment of some events or phenomena in the study area,
although it should also be noted that in many cases the data varies slightly by region.

The research covers a wide range of issues - starting with socio-demographic characteristics,
continuing with the study of trust in various institutions and ending with foreign policy
priorities. Although there are many studies conducted about foreign policy priorities, we tried to
look at the issue from a regional perspective. In addition, we researched this topic in connection
with several additional important dimensions, which expanded the scope of analysis and provided
other useful orientations. In particular, we set a goal to reveal the relationship between open or
latent pro-Russian sentiment and such characteristics as age, gender, economic status, and the
levels of education attained and religiosity.

A separate segment of the work is the study of fears and phobias characteristic of the target
audience, determining attitudes towards various ethnic or religious groups. The study of phobias
is arguably of essential importance, as, on the one hand, it is a key component of the rhetoric of

* See, for instance, Liberal Academy Tbilisi, Anti-liberal Populism and the Threat of Russian Influence in
the Regions of Georgia, Thilisi, 2019. See the link: http.//bit.lv/41g/2Uj
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radical anti-liberal groups, and on the other hand, it is actively used by the Russian political
leadership to carry out subversive activities in other countries and pursue its own interests.>

One of the important parts of the work is the statistically calculated indices based on value
orientation. In four regions of Georgia, these indices provide us with very interesting information
for clarifying the perceptions of the population in terms of gender, age, education level and other
criteria, with three value indicators: tolerant-intolerant, modernist-traditionalist and pro-
Western-pro-Russian. The analysis of the data prompted us to separate an intermediate category
within this dichotomy, which we conditionally called “undecided”.

> This was actually confirmed by Russian officials themselves, when a state-finded research center, in a
report submitted to the Russian government in March 2018, unequivocally advised the Kremlin to stop
supporting far-right political forces abroad. See the article in the newspaper Vedomosti titled “Russia
Should Not Support Far-Rights in Europe”, March 11, 2018: https.//bit.ly/30juunA (accessed December 2,
2024).
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Methodology

Both quantitative and qualitative methods were used in the research. In the quantitative research,
we used face-to-face interviews. Fieldwork was carried out by the Institute of Social Research and
Analysis with a questionnaire developed in collaboration with representatives of the Liberal
Academy Thbilisi. The first part of the questionnaire concerns the demographic characteristics and
socio-economic status of the population. The second part contains questions that can be used to
determine the level of tolerance of the population towards representatives of different ethnic and
religious groups. The questions collected in the next part reveal attitudes towards foreign policy
priorities and traditions, followed by a part that studies the political views and conservative
practices of the population. The questionnaire is completed with a block that examines the
sources of information received by the respondents.

The lists from precincts for the 2014 General Population Census was used as the sampling frame.
Respondents were selected using multi-stage cluster sampling. The survey was conducted in
urban (city or town) and rural settlements. A total of 2,400 respondents were interviewed. The
data are statistically representative:

Table 1.
Sampling error
Target group Number of respondents | (at 95% confidence

level)
Adjara (Muslim Georgians) 400 4.9%
Adjara (Christian Georgians) 400 4.9%
Kvemo Kartli (ethnic Georgians) 400 4.9%
Kvemo Kartli (ethnic Azerbaijanis) 400 4.9%
Samegrelo (ethnic Georgians) 400 4.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti (ethnic Armenians) 400 4.9%

The study was carried out in four regions of Georgia. A total of four strata (Adjara, Kvemo Kartli,
Samegrelo, and Samtskhe-Javakheti) and six substrata were identified: Adjara (Muslim Georgians),
Adjara (Christian Georgians), Kvemo Kartli (ethnic Georgians), Kvemo Kartli (ethnic

Azerbaijanis), Samegrelo (ethnic Georgians), Samtskhe-Javakheti (ethnic Armenians).

At the first stage of the sampling, the number of respondents required to obtain statistically
reliable data was determined in each stratum and substratum. At the second stage, clusters were
determined within each stratum (region). The clusters were represented by municipalities
included in the 4 regions, and within the municipalities - by polling stations. The polling stations
are the primary sampling units (PSU), which were randomly selected in the municipalities of the
target regions. Secondary sampling units (SSU) are households, which were randomly selected
within the polling stations: the interval between households was maintained in accordance with
the type of settlement (urban/rural) and population density. Interviewers from the Institute for
Social Research and Analysis visited the selected households and, with their consent, conducted
interviews. Respondents were also randomly selected from households. If a selected member
refused, he/she was not replaced by another family member.




The fieldwork lasted for 3 weeks (February 6-February 27, 2024) and involved 46 interviewers,
along with 4 supervisors. Each interviewer was responsible for carrying out approximately 50
interviews. The interviews lasted an average of 30 minutes. They were conducted in Georgian,
Armenian and Azerbaijani. After the completion of the fieldwork, quality control was carried out.
12% of the total number of questionnaires was checked.

Data collection was carried out using ODK Collect (the application was installed on the tablets of
all interviewers). The electronically completed questionnaires were sent to the server of the
Institute for Social Research and Analysis using the SSL protocol. Initially, the questionnaires
completed as a result of the fieldwork were coded and formalized. After “cleaning” the file, the
data were processed within the SPSS computer program (version 20.0). Univariate and bivariate
analysis methods were used in the processing and analysis.

From the qualitative methods of primary data collection, we used focus groups and in-depth
interviews. Focus groups were conducted during March-June 2024. A total of 14 focus groups
were conducted, each with the participation of eight people. 6 focus groups were conducted in
Adjara, 4 in Kvemo Kartli, and 2 each in Samegrelo and Samtskhe-Javakheti. Categorisation was
carried out on the basis of gender and ethnic/religious affiliation. In addition, in-depth interviews
were conducted with three civil society activists in each region, except for Adjara, where we
spoke to five respondents.



Key Findings

Attitudes towards people of different ethnicity, nationality, religion and social background

All six target groups of the survey are characterized by the highest acceptance of Christian
Georgians. Common ethnicity and common religion play a major role in acceptance. In
particular, Azerbaijanis® have an exceptionally positive attitude towards Muslims in
general, Georgian Muslims and Turks.

If we take only the data of Russians and Americans, we’ll see that there is a clear
difference here by ethnicity - ethnic Georgians (except for those from Kvemo Kartli) are
more likely to believe that the majority of Americans are better people than the majority
of Russians, while among ethnic minorities these data are the opposite, especially among
ethnic Azerbaijanis. The data for Americans and Russians are identical among Georgians
from Kvemo Kartli. The least agreeing with the idea that the majority of Russians are good
people is found in Samegrelo, while this indicator is highest among Azerbaijanis and
Armenians. In particular, if 84.5% of Azerbaijanis believe that the majority of Russians are
good people (only 51.8% think so about Americans). Among Georgians from Kvemo
Kartli, the number is even lower (35.8%). In addition, it is noteworthy that sympathy for
Europeans exceeds the data for Americans in all groups.

Paradoxically, Armenians display a more positive attitude towards Christian Georgians
than towards Armenians themselves. Then, in decreasing order, come Ukrainians and
Russians. A relatively negative attitude is expressed towards Muslims - Azerbaijanis, Turks
and Muslim Georgians.

It is worth emphasizing that Azerbaijanis display a slightly more positive attitude towards
Russians than towards Ukrainians. In Samegrelo, the share of negative attitudes, compared
to other groups, is highest towards Russians.

Attitudes towards marriage with a representative of another nation/ethnic group are
mainly determined by religion: Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli have a
particularly positive attitude towards establishing marital relations with Ukrainians and
Europeans, while Azerbaijanis - with Turks and Georgian Muslims.

In all target groups of the study, regardless of ethnic or religious affiliation, the most
undesirable neighbors are considered to be “drug addicts”, “homosexuals” and “criminals”.
Being a neighbor of “drug addicts” and “criminals” is especially unacceptable for Muslims
(both in Adjara and in Kvemo Kartli), and being a neighbor of homosexuals - for
Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli.

In the clusters of Adjara Christians and Kvemo Kartli Georgians, a correlation was found
between the unacceptability of a homosexual neighbor and the age of the respondents -
the older the respondent, the less acceptance they have of homosexuals. For example, in

Samegrelo, 40.0% of the young people surveyed (18-34 years old), 48.4% of the middle

¢ Here and below, “Armenian” and “Azerbaijani’, unless otherwise specified, refer to a citizen of Georgia, an

ethnic Armenian living in Samtskhe-Javakheti, and an ethnic Azerbajani living in Kvemo Kartli

respectively.



generation (35-54 years old) and 60.5% of the older generation (55+) would not want a
gay person as a neighbor.

As for both the ethnically Georgian and non-Georgian target groups, the most important
criteria for considering a person as Georgian are: a) having at least one parent who is
Georgian or b) having a “Georgian soul”. Compared to other groups, it is especially
relevant among Azerbaijanis that at least one parent be Georgian in order for someone to
be considered Georgian. The most notable thing is that the response “to be a citizen of
Georgia” has a relatively modest result in all groups (highest among Armenians - 16.0%
and Samegrelo - 13%).

In Adjara, approximately one-third of both Muslims and Christians indicate that Turks are
lobbied for leading positions in private companies, compared to Georgians. Such bias in
favor of Russians is not confirmed by the majority of Adjara respondents. However,

almost one in four (24%) of the Christian group speaks of discrimination by Russians.

Foreign Policy Priorities

Ethnicity plays a decisive role in the perception of Georgia’s main friend and main enemy.
The priorities of ethnic Georgians, including Adjara Muslims, and minorities in this
regard differ significantly. The rate of naming Russia as the main enemy and the USA as
the main friend among Armenians and Azerbaijanis is significantly lower than among
ethnic Georgians.

Nevertheless, Russia is perceived as the main enemy of Georgia in all target groups. This
figure is highest in Samegrelo.

From the socio-demographic characteristics, it turned out that there is a strong
connection between naming the United States as the main friend and the economic
situation of the respondent - the more affluent the respondent is, the higher the
probability of naming the USA as the main friend. Such a correlation works in all groups,
except for ethnic Azerbaijanis and Adjara Muslims.

Regardless of ethnic or religious affiliation, respondents consider NATO and the United
States to be the most powerful countries/unions in military terms. A different result was
observed only among Azerbaijanis, where they consider Russia to be a stronger state than
the United States. However, here too, the European Union (!) and NATO are slightly
ahead of Russia. Russia also has a fairly high figures in Samegrelo. China has a more or less
noticeable result only among Armenians.

A significant part of the ethnic Georgian population believes that Turkey and Russia pose
the main threat to their traditions. This figure is highest among Adjara Christians. The
USA and the European Union were not named as a more or less tangible threat by any of
the target groups.

The question about membership in major international organizations highlighted two
main points: on the one hand, it is clear that the vast majority of the surveyed population

is in favor of Euro-Atlantic integration, on the other hand, the radical difference does



exist in perceptions between ethnic Georgians and minorities. This is especially true of
Azerbaijanis, where anti-Western sentiment is at a record high.

e Georgia’s accession to the European Union is supported by a clear majority of all target
groups, however, the population in Adjara, Kvemo Kartli and Samegrelo expresses greater
support in this regard. The ethnically non-Georgian population, especially Azerbaijanis, is
distinguished by a relatively negative attitude towards NATO membership (only a quarter
of this target group supports it). The majority of ethnically Georgian respondents in all
regions are in favor of NATO membership (especially residents of Samegrelo and Adjara
Christians).

e The degree of support for membership in the Russian-led Eurasian Union is low in all
target groups, however, the ethnically non-Georgian population is more loyal to this
organization (for example, approximately one-fifth of Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli
support the Eurasian Union, while more than a third do not/refuse to answer the
question).

e Respondents consider the EU and Russia to be the most attractive markets for selling
products made in Georgia, although ethnic Georgians and minorities have diametrically
different positions in this regard - while the latter unequivocally prefer the Russian
market, the former find the EU more attractive. The difference in this regard is especially
large in Samegrelo, where 42.8% mention the EU market, and only 2.3% mention the
Russian one.

e The majority of Armenians and Azerbaijanis do not agree with the placement of US
military bases in Georgia to ensure security. Ethnic Azerbaijanis are particularly resistant
in this regard.

e The positions of the ethnic Georgian population, namely Adjara residents (both Muslims
and Christians), and Kvemo Kartli Georgians, are divided. The population of Samegrelo is
more optimistic about this prospect - almost every second person welcomes USA bases.

e Ethnic Georgians, in the event that the country faces a great trial (full-scale war, natural
disaster, etc.), most of all hope for the European Union (this is indicated most by the
residents of Samegrelo). There are somewhat different positions among ethnic minorities:
Armenians hope most for the USA in times of great trial, and Azerbaijanis for Turkey.
About a fifth of both target groups hope for the EU. If we take the total indicator of all
groups, the EU is a clear leader, followed by the USA and NATO by a large margin. It can
be said that the respondents have less hope for Russia, and this modest indicator is largely
determined by Samtskhe-Javakheti. It is especially noteworthy that the indicator of
America among Azerbaijanis is almost zero (0.8%), and NATO is miserable (2.0%).

e [t is a noteworthy fact that minorities consider receiving education in Georgia to be a
higher priority than ethnic Georgians. The majority of those who prefer to receive
education abroad name either the USA or Germany as the best place for this. The third

position is firmly occupied by “European countries”. The figure for Russia is miserable.

Interest in politics and trust in institutions
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Interest in politics was most expressed by Georgians in Adjara (especially Christians) and
Kvemo Kartli. A clear majority of representatives of ethnic minorities and residents of
Samegrelo are less or not at all interested in the political processes taking place in Georgia.
The level of trust in the army is particularly high among all target groups. Clergy also
have high levels of trust. Ultimately, respondents trust religious and military institutions
more than political ones.

The indicator of non-governmental organizations is interesting. The total indicator of all
groups is positive here. The highest trust is clearly in Samegrelo, followed by Adjara
Christians. The trust is lowest among Adjara Muslims and Kvemo Kartli Georgians.
Correlation analysis also showed a direct connection of this variable with the level of
education of the respondent in Adjara (among Christians and Muslims) and among

Azerbaijanis - here, those with higher education trust NGOs the most.

Russo-Ukrainian war

Respondents largely agree with the opinion that the Georgian government supports
Ukraine sufficiently. This is the opinion of Armenians and Georgians living in Kvemo
Kartli the most, and the least among respondents in Samegrelo and Azerbaijanis.
However, even in these last two groups, more people believe that the government’s
support for Ukraine is sufficient than vice versa.

As for the result of the war, if we take the total numbers of all groups, the largest part of
the respondents, a third, states that this war will have no winner. 28.1% predict a victory
for Ukraine, and 19.8% for Russia. It is noteworthy that Azerbaijanis are the only group
among the respondents where more people believe in Russia’s victory than that of
Ukraine’s (about half think that Russia will win, and every tenth speaks of a victory for
Ukraine).

Sotuirces of information

It is striking that ethnic Georgians, unlike ethnic minorities, besides Georgia, receive a
large amount of information about Ukraine. In addition, if we take the total figure for all
groups, a larger part of the respondents receive information about Russia every day or
several times a week (29.6%) than about Europe (21.4%) and the USA (19.5%). The
intensity of receiving information about the structures of the European Union and NATO
(every day or several times a week) is even lower - 17.0% and 16.6%, respectively.

If we take the total figure for all groups, the largest part of the respondents receives
information from Imedi (Georgia - 43.0%; World - 40.0%), followed by Rustavi 2 (Georgia
- 22.3%; World - 23.0%) and “Main Channel” (Georgia - 16.0%; World - 18.1%). There is
no significant variation in this regard among the target groups studied. Among
Armenians, the most popular TV channel is Armenia 1, and among the Azerbaijani
community, AzTV.

The ethnically non-Georgian population mainly receives information in their own
language (Armenian or Azerbaijani). In addition, the Georgian language is more actively

used by Armenians than by the Azerbaijani community. Among ethnic minorities,
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Armenians receive information in Russian the most. The intensity of use of Russian and

English languages among ethnic Georgians is very low.
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Chapter One: Demographics

To carry out correlation analysis, it was necessary to develop socio-demographic characteristics,
including the creation of specific indices. More specifically:

e The age variable was grouped into three categories: a) Young generation - 18-34 years; b)
Middle generation - 35-54 years, c) Older generation 55 years and older.

e [Education level was also grouped into three categories: incomplete/completed secondary
education; b) secondary technical/special or incomplete higher education and c) higher
education.

e Household’s economic situation index includes three categories - high, medium, low.”

e Religiosity index also was separated between three categories - religious, moderate and

irreligious.?
Age groups/generations

Among Armenians and Azerbaijanis, the proportion of young people (Armenians - 33.5%;
Azerbaijanis - 32.8%), middle-aged (33.0% and 34.8%, respectively), and older generation (33.5%
and 32.5%) is almost equal.

Among Adjara Muslims and the respondents surveyed in Samegrelo, the percentage of the older
generation is the highest (51.8% and 42.3%, respectively), while among Adjara Christians and
Kvemo Kartli Georgians, the percentage of the middle-aged prevails (40.3% and 41.8%,

respectively).

7 The following variables were used to construct the index of household’s economic situation:

“Assess your household’s current economic situation.”

“Assess your household’s economic situation compared to the majority in your neighborhood.”

“Assess your economic situation compared to ten years ago.”

“What best describes your household’s current economic situation?”

“What is your average monthly household income?”

The answers to each question were measured on a 5-point scale, and for the overall assessment, a 5-point scale of
average indicators was used, which, to describe the final index, was grouped on a 3-point scale: 1, 2 points: low
economic situation; 3 points - average economic situation; 4, 5 points - high economic situation.

é Religiosity was measured using three variables:

“How often do you attend religious services?”

“How often do you fast when required by your religion?”

“Do you currently have a religious leader (priest/imam/akhund)?”

A person was considered religious if he/she: a) attended religious services every day, or more often than once a week or
once a week + b) fasted always or often + c¢) had a religious leader. In addition, a person was considered religious if
he/she was moderate in the frequency of religious services or fasting (see point paragraph below), but had a religious
leader.
A person was considered moderate if he/she: a) attended religious services at least once a month, or on special religious
holidays + b) fasted occasionally or rarely + ¢) may or may not have a religious leader.
A person was considered irreligious if he/she: a) attended religious services very rarely or never + b) never fasted + c)
did not have a religious leader.

13



Figure 1.

Distribution of target groups by age
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Education

The majority of Armenians, Azerbaijanis and Adjara Muslim have at most secondary education
(Armenians - 56.9%; Azerbaijanis - 70.3%; Adjara Muslims - 69.3%). Among Adjara Christians, as
well as among Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli, those with higher education and secondary
education are approximately equally represented (Adjara Christians: higher education - 37.3% and
secondary education - 36.5%; Kvemo Kartli Georgians: higher education - 34.3% and secondary
education - 36.8%). As for Samegrelo, the highest share is represented here by those with
secondary education (46.5%), although the percentage of those with secondary technical
education is also high (36.8%).

Figure 2.

Education
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Employment

The unemployed outside the labor force are the most represented group among Azerbaijanis
(44.3%); among Adjara Muslims, the proportion of unemployed outside the labor force (42.1%)
and employed (41.3%) is approximately equal. Employed people make up the majority of Adjara
Christians (60.1%) and slightly more than half of Georgians surveyed in Kvemo Kartli (51.8%). As
for Georgians living in Samegrelo, the share of employed people is the highest (44.0%), although
the rate of unemployed outside the labor force is also high (39.8%). The share of unemployed is
almost equal among Armenians (16.5%), Azerbaijanis (16.5%), and Adjara Muslims (16.8%), and
by far lower in Samegrelo (8.5%).

Figure 3.
Employment
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Economic situation

According to the Economic Situation Perception Index, the average economic situation
characterizes the majority of households in virtually all target groups. This figure is particularly
high among Adjara Muslims (82.3%). The perception of low economic situation is relatively
pronounced among respondents in Samegrelo and Azerbaijanis in Kvemo Kartli (26.8% and
20.0%, respectively). Adjara Christians are distinguished by higher economic situation (34.3%),

while the share of households with high economic situation is lowest in Samegrelo (7.0%).

Correlation analysis showed that there is a statistically significant relationship between the
Economic Situation Perception Index and socio-demographic characteristics such as the level of
education and religiosity. A common trend was revealed among both ethnic Georgians and ethnic
minorities: people with higher education have the highest economic situation, while those with

secondary education are distinguished by the lowest economic situation. More specifically:
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Figure 4.

Economic situation self-perception
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Table 2.
Education (%)
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Low 14.5 2.8 8.0
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High 13.2 25.4 45.0
Low 25.6 12.2 3.8
Azerbaijanis Average 54.4 56.1 65.4
High 19.9 31.7 30.8
Low 43 2.8 3.9
Adjara Muslims Average 88.4 77.8 54.9
High 7.2 19.4 41.2
Low 8.9 29 4.7
Adjara Christians Average 70.5 62.9 47.7
High 20.5 34.3 47.7
Low 29.0 25.2 23.9
Samegrelo Average 65.6 68.7 62.7
High 5.4 6.1 13.4
Low 21.1 18.1 8.0
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Georgians
High 15.6 13.8 37.2
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a) Among ethnic non-Georgians, a significant part of Armenians with higher education (45%)
have a high economic situation. In this regard, Adjara Christians stand out among ethnic

Georgians. 47.7% of them with higher education have high economic situation.

b) As for the low economic situation, the trend is most visible among Azerbaijanis and Samegrelo
inhabitants - 25.6% Azerbaijanis and 29.0% of those surveyed in Samegrelo with secondary

education have low economic situation.

The study found that the degree of religiosity has an impact on the self-perception of the
economic situation in certain target groups. In particular, among minorities, religiosity is
associated with low economic situation, while non-religiosity is associated with high economic
situation. No such connection was found among Christian Georgians, both in Adjara, Samegrelo

and Kvemo Kartli. More specifically:

Table 3.
Index of religiosity (%)
Economic
Target group ..
situation Religious Moderate Irreligious
Low 16.7 14.2 7.5
Armenians Average 75.0 60.2 69.3
High 8.3 25.6 23.1
Low 315 16.8 7.4
Azerbaijanis Average 51.5 57.4 64.7
High 16.9 25.7 27.9
Low 3.1 3.2 6.0
Adjara Muslims Average 929 83.8 70.9
High 4.1 13.0 23.1
Low - 6.0 7.7
Adjara Christians Average 67.2 56.3 60.4
High 32.8 37.7 31.9
Low 19.6 28.6 27.5
Samegrelo Average 73.9 60.0 66.5
High 6.5 114 6.0
Low 16.7 14.2 16.4
Kvemo Kartli Georgians Average 59.3 55.1 66.2
High 241 30.7 174

The economic situation of religious families, compared to irreligious ones, is much lower among:
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e Armenians (16.7% of religious families have low economic situation, while 7.5% of
irreligious families have low economic situation).
e Azerbaijanis (31.5% of religious families have low economic situation, while 7.4% of

irreligious families have low economic situation).

Among Muslim Georgians living in Adjara, the irreligious (23.1%) and moderate (13.0%) are
distinguished by high economic situation, while only 4.1% of religious respondents' families have
high economic situation.

In Samegrelo, there is no statistically reliable connection between religiosity and economic
situation.

The religiosity index shows that Azerbaijanis and Adjara Muslims are the most religious (33.5%
and 24.5%, respectively). In addition, these two groups are distinguished by the highest
percentage of moderate individuals (50.5% and 46.3%, respectively). The most irreligious
respondents are those surveyed in Samegrelo (71.0%), followed by Georgians living in Kvemo
Kartli (54.8%) and Armenians (50.0%).

Figure 5.

Religiousity level by target groups
. 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Armenians
Azerbaijanis
Adjara Muslims
Adjara Christians
Samegrelo
Kvemo Kartli Georgians

H Religious ™ Moderate ™ Non-religious
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Chapter Two: Attitudes towards people of other ethnicities,

nationalities, religions and social backgrounds

The study assessed the attitudes of target groups towards representatives of different ethnicities,
nationalities and religions. Specifically, respondents were given statements about “how good
people are the majority of representatives of a particular nationality, ethnic or religious group.”
Respondents had to determine the degree of agreement with these statements (completely or

somewhat agree vs. completely or somewhat disagreement).
The results of the survey are as follows:

» Ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti express a more positive attitude (agree
completely or somewhat) towards Christian Georgians (97%) than towards Armenians
themselves (89.5%). Then, in decreasing order, come Ukrainians (83.5%) and Russians
(82%). A relatively negative attitude was expressed towards Muslims - Azerbaijanis
(47.8%), Turks (44.3%) and Georgian Muslims (31.5%). It is noteworthy that every third
person (33.3%) has a negative attitude towards the Chinese. It is also worth noting that
the response category “don’t know/refuse to answer” is most often recorded in relation to
the Chinese (26%) and Azerbaijanis (19.8%).

> Ethnic Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli express a positive attitude especially
towards Azerbaijanis (98%), Muslims (97.5%), Christian Georgians (97.8%), Turks (94.3%)
and Georgian Muslims (90.3%). Interestingly, unlike Armenians, they have a more
positive attitude towards Russians (84.5%) than towards Ukrainians (81.1%) (however,
they also consider Ukrainians to be mostly good people). As for the negative attitude,
Armenians (45.3%) and, to some extent, Chinese (26.5%) stood out. It is noteworthy that
more than half of surveyed Azerbaijanis don’t know/refuse to answer whether Chinese
are good people (56.5%).

» Georgian Muslims surveyed in Adjara express a particularly positive attitude towards
three groups: Christian Georgians (98.0%), Georgian Muslims (97.8%), and Muslims in
general (95.3%). Compared to Russians (70.8%), they have a more positive attitude
towards Ukrainians (85.3%). As for negative attitude, they express it towards Russians
(17.1%) and Chinese (13.0%). Here too, respondents had the most difficulty (28.6%) in
assessing the Chinese.

» The absolute majority of Adjara Christians have a positive attitude towards Christian
Georgians (98.0%) and Georgian Muslims (97.0%). High acceptance was also revealed
towards Europeans (87.5%) and Americans (84.3%). Compared to other groups, they
express the most negative attitude towards Russians (27.5%).

» The majority of respondents surveyed in Samegrelo have a positive attitude towards many
of the named national/ethnic/religious groups (Christian Georgians, Ukrainians,

Europeans, Americans, Turks, Georgian Muslims). The share of negative attitude,
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compared to other groups, is the highest towards Russians (41.0%) (although 42.5% view
them positively).

» As for the Georgians surveyed in Kvemo Kartli, they positively assess especially Christian
Georgians (77.0%). Also, this group is positive towards Azerbaijanis (66.0%), Georgian
Muslims (56.1%), Ukrainians (51.5%) and Europeans (50.3%). They dislike Russians the
most (43.1%), and the negative attitude towards Armenians is also quite high (36.8%).

» The majority of respondents in all target groups, except for the Georgians of Kvemo
Kartli, completely or somewhat agree that the majority of Americans are good people.
This number is highest among Adjara Christians (84.3%) and Adjara Muslims (77.0%), as
well as among Armenians (70.8%), and is significantly lower among Azerbaijanis (51.8%),
and among the Georgians of Kvemo Kartli it is only 35.8%. Positive attitudes for
Europeans exceed that of Americans in all groups.

» If we take only the data of Russians and Americans, we will see that there is a clear
difference by ethnicity - ethnic Georgians (except for Kvemo Kartli) are more likely to
believe that the majority of Americans are better people than the majority of Russians,
while among minorities the results are the opposite. A larger share of Armenians and
especially Azerbaijanis believe that the majority of Russians are good people. The figures
are identical among Georgians from Kvemo Kartli. The fewest respondents in Samegrelo

believe that the majority of Russians are good people, while the highest number is among

Azerbaijanis and Armenians. In particular, 84.5% of Azerbaijanis think that majority of
Russian are good people, while only 51.8% think so about Americans.

Table 4.
g
o) S g g
S Kl g g B
= : 8 s S
2 2 £ 3 3
To what extent do you agree or disagree with B = ) % E
the following statements? g g g g
5 "'F oy 2 (o]
< < £
v
G
Completely
16.5 52.3 19.5 19.0 1.8 0.5
agree
Somewhat
225 42.0 66.5 54.0 55.3 29.0
agree
.. . Somewhat 255 1.8 6.8 19.3 17.0 20.3
Christian Georgians’ .
.. disagree
majority are good people
Completely 18.8 0.8 2.0 1.8 13 15.8
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 13.8 3.3 — — 248 34.5
answer
Completely
36.0 40.3 215 31.8 12.5 48
Ukrainians’ majority are agree
good people Somewhat
47.5 40.8 63.8 55.0 68.5 46.8
agree
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Somewhat

) 43 25 2.8 5.3 7.0 11.0
disagree
Completely
) 1.5 .8 0.5 0.5 0.5 14.0
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 10.8 15.8 11.5 7.5 115 23.6
answer
Completely
35.3 27.5 20.8 28.0 85 35.3
agree
Somewhat
425 33.3 62.0 59.5 65.5 425
agree
.. Somewhat
Europeans’ majority are . 10.3 7.5 15 3.5 9.3 10.3
disagree
good people
Completely
. 1.0 2.3 - 0.5 0.3 14.8
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 11.0 29.6 15.8 8.5 16.5 24.8
answer
Completely
32.8 225 20.0 25.3 25 15
agree
Somewhat
38.0 29.3 57.0 59.0 59.5 34.3
agree
Somewhat
Americans’ majority are . 13.8 5.8 3.0 4.3 9.3 8.8
disagree
good people
Completely
. 3.3 13 0.5 1.0 0.5 16.5
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 12.4 41.3 195 10.5 28.3 39.1
answer
Completely
30.0 325 16.3 19.3 1.0 1.5
agree
Somewhat
52.0 52.0 54.5 49.0 415 343
agree
Russians’ maiori Somewhat
ussians’ majority are good 9.5 35 14.3 22.8 325 25.8
disagree
people
Completely
) 1.8 0.8 2.8 48 85 17.3
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 6.8 11.3 12.3 43 16.6 21.3
answer
Completely
16.5 52.3 19.5 19.0 1.8 0.5
agree
Somewhat
225 42.0 66.5 54.0 55.3 29.0
agree
.. Somewhat
Turks’ majority are good i 255 18 6.8 19.3 17.0 20.3
disagree
people
Completely
. 18.8 .8 2.0 1.8 1.3 15.8
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 16.8 3.3 5.3 6.0 24.8 345

answer
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Completely

268 473 28.0 29.0 63 73
agree
S hat
omewha 263 430 69.8 68.0 59.0 488
agree
Muslim Georgians’ majority Somewhat 245 20 08 13 73 78
are good people disagree
Completely 7.0 - - 03 03 14.0
disagree ’ ' ' '
Don’t
know/refuse to 15.1 7.8 1.6 1.5 27.3 22.3
answer
Completel
ompetely 103 585 248 233 15 1.0
agree
S hat
omewha 283 39.0 705 59.3 03 37.0
agree
Muslims’ majority are good Somewhat 30.3 20 05 6.3 148 133
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Completely 12.8 - - 03 18 165
disagree ’ ' ' '
Don’t
know/refuse to 18.5 0.6 43 11.0 39.8 32.3
answer
C letel:
e 605 9.8 160 163 08 1.0
agree
S hat
omewna 29.0 355 54.0 59.8 440 433
agree
S hat
Armenians’ majority are omewna 5.0 15.3 7.5 13.3 215 17.0
disagree
good people
C letel:
L 13 218 13 18 18 19.8
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 43 17.8 21.3 9.0 32.0 19.2
answer
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ompletey 133 59.5 168 18.8 20 40
agree
S hat
omewha 19.3 385 60.8 63.0 46.0 62.0
agree
Somewh:
Azerbatjanis’ majority are omewhat 255 08 25 45 13.3 9.3
disagree
good people
C letel:
S 23 03 - 08 05 13.0
disagree
Don’t
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Somewhat
. 25.3 15.5 10.0 10.5 21.3 9.8
disagree
Completely
. 8.0 11.0 3.0 35 3.0 18.0
disagree
Don’t
know/refuse to 26.0 56.5 28.6 22.1 37.8 62
answer

The survey asked respondents to answer hypothetical questions, specifically whether they would

try to change their son’s/daughter's decision to marry someone from a specific nationality, ethnic

or religious group.

The results of the survey are as follows:

>

Armenian respondents believe that they would not prevent their child from marrying,
first of all, a Georgian Christian (66.3%), a European (57.0%) and a Russian (55.5%). A
clear majority is against marriage with an Azerbaijani (70.8%) and a Turk (65.0%). It is
worth considering the attitude towards the Chinese, which is still sharply negative (59.8%
would try to change their son’s/daughter's gmadecision to marry).

For the Azerbaijanis surveyed, marriage with followers of Islam, in particular Turks
(80.0%) and Muslim Georgians (67.3%), is especially acceptable. Additionally, the
majority (58.6%) is not against marriage with a Georgian Christian either. They exhibit a
particularly negative attitude towards marriage, first of all, with a Chinese (65.8%), and
then with an Armenian (60.8%).

The absolute majority of Muslims surveyed in Adjara (94.0%) do not object to marriage of
their offspring with Georgian Christians, followed by high acceptance of marriage with
Europeans (83.8%) and Turks (80.3%). This group also has the lowest acceptance of
marriage with Chinese (65.8%).

Christians surveyed in Adjara have a particularly positive attitude towards marriage of
their offspring, first of all with Ukrainians (83.0%), and then equally positive attitudes
towards Muslim Georgians and Europeans (83.8%). Like Adjara Muslims, marriage with
Chinese (43.0%) is considered the most unacceptable for them.

Respondents in Samegrelo are distinguished by the highest degree of disapproval in
practically all points in this regard. Most of all, in the case of Europeans (47.3%) and
Ukrainians (46.8%), they do not express a desire to change their decision. A clear majority
opposes marriage of their offspring with a Muslim (76.3%), Chinese (75.3%) and Turk
(73.0%). This tendency was confirmed in focus group sessions. Georgians living in Kvemo
Kartli demonstrate an attitude similar to that of Samegrelo residents, although they are
more accepting of Europeans (57.3%) and Ukrainians (58.3%). The share of negative
attitudes towards Muslims (72.5%), Chinese (70.8%) and Turks (69.3%) is almost equal.

Correlation analysis showed the relationship of this variable with the respondent's age in the

clusters of Georgians from Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli. Here, a tendency is evident that older
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people are more resistant to their child starting a family with an Azerbaijani, a Muslim, and a
Georgian Muslim than young people. For example, when asked whether they would try to change
their child's decision to start a family with a Georgian Muslim, 46.8% of young people (18-34
years old) surveyed in Samegrelo answered positively, while this figure is 69.7% among the

middle-aged (35-54 years old) and 78.1% among the older generation (55+).

When asked what is the reason for the lack of acceptance on this issue in Samegrelo, the majority
named religious rituals and, therefore, cultural peculiarities. “The problem with marriage is with
Muslims, because there is a problem with wedding ceremony [at the church], and it is a different
culture.” “Yes, there is such unacceptability here, many consider it the norm. I know a person
who considers Muslim Georgians, no more and no less, to be traitors.”’® In addition, another
respondent said that there is more acceptance among the younger generation, and she attributes
the lack of tolerance to the fact that “this issue used to be more acute, now it is less so, especially
among young people [...] there are few non-Georgians here and therefore there is less acceptance.

However, small communities of Aysors [Assyrians] and Chinese are integrated.”!

Table 5.
o) ’\a O\o 'é
—~~ =) (D) ~ Bo
S S = g 8
g 8 g 2 E g
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¢ Focus group. Samegrelo. Men.
10 Interview. Zugdidi.
1 Ibid.
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Would try to change

41.0 425 20.8 27.3 59.8 46.8
his/her decision
Don’t know/refuse to
4.0 4.3 6.5 3.3 9.0 8.0
answer
Wouldn’t try to change
. . 29.5 80.0 80.3 56.0 19.8 25.5
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Muslim Would try to change
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Would try to change
) . 63.0 23.8 N/A 125 68.8 50.5
his/her decision
Don’t know/refuse to 6.8
) N/A N/A 9.0 3.8 12.8
answer
Wouldn’t try to change
) .. 66.3 58.6 94.0 N/A N/A N/A
his/her decision
Christian Georgian Would try to change
. . 295 36.3 2.3 N/A N/A N/A
his/her decision
Don’t know/refuse to
43 5.0 38 N/A N/A N/A
answer

The study also included the question of which specific groups the respondents would most likely
not want as neighbors. The respondents had to choose only one category. The following three
categories were found to be particularly unacceptable in this regard for all target group
representatives: drug addicts, homosexuals and criminals. In addition, in the Adjara Christians’
and Kvemo Kartli Georgians’ clusters, this variable was found to be correlated with the age of the
respondents - the older the respondent, the less acceptable they are to homosexuals. For example,
in Samegrelo, 40.0% of the young people surveyed (18-34 years old), 48.4% of the middle-aged
(35-54 years old) and 60.5% of the older generation (55+) would not want queer people as

neighbors.

In focus groups held in Zugdidi, the particular unacceptability of homosexuals as neighbors was
explained by the fact that “many people don’t want to have a gay person in their neighborhood so
that they don’t have an influence on their children.”? A civic activist who is a resident of Zugdidi
and works at a public school says that here, as well as in the issue of marriage, the younger
generation is more tolerant. “I have been a teacher and lecturer for 9 years now, and I can tell you
that homophobia is decreasing year by year. Well, the church is seriously working on
homophobic sentiments to stir up these feelings; one Mamao [priest] has a Sunday school and is
conducting propaganda against gays there. They also say that “Georgia will turn black,” that
“blacks will come in.”'® “If a Pride rally were announced here, it wouldn’t even be held, they
would beat it up, and it would be disrupted.”'* “If the government didn’t plan this beating, then
nothing would happen.” “Politicians here, both the ruling party and the opposition, are
homophobic and don’t shy away from publicly expressing this.”’® “There was a discussion on a
draft law against “LGBT propaganda” here, and it had such a propaganda effect that all the NGOs
taken together wouldn’t have had. I was at this meeting, and out of 300 attendees, only 2 women

had a different opinion. Because we asked a critical question, 298 people in the hall confronted us.

2 Focus group. Samegrelo. Men.

13 Interview. Zugdidi.

4 Focus group. Samegrelo. Men.

5 Ibid.

16 Focus group. Samegrelo. Women.
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The scuffle almost started, and if there hadn’t been guards in the room, we might have even been

beaten up.””
Figure 6.

Which of them you do not want as neighbors
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Respondents living in Adjara, Kvemo Kartli, Samegrelo and Samtskhe-Javakheti were asked to
assess the influence of ethnic and/or national factors on the appointment to leading positions in
private companies in their regions. They were given two statements (“Priority is given to
Turks/Russians/Georgians/Azerbaijanis for leading positions in private companies” and “Positions
in private companies are filled according to qualifications and ethnic/national affiliation does not

matter”). The survey results reveal the following:

» Georgian Muslims living in Adjara feel that Turks have an advantage over Georgians in
terms of appointments to leading positions. Although both Muslims and Christians answer
“yes” to this question almost equally (35.0% of Christians and 32.8% of Muslims say this),
27.5% of Christians and only 9.8% of Muslims say that job promotions are based on
qualifications and that ethnic/national factors are irrelevant. 23.0% of Adjara Christians
and 31.7% of Adjara Muslims disagree with either statement.

» The picture is different with Russians. Only 14.8% of Muslims and 24.0% of Christians
think that Russians are given preference in job promotions.

» The perception of ethnic discrimination is lower among Azerbaijanis. Only 12.3% of them
believe that Georgians are given preference for leading positions in private companies in
Kvemo Kartli compared to Azerbaijanis. It is noteworthy that 62.7% think that positions
in private companies in Kvemo Kartli are filled according to qualifications and
ethnic/national affiliation does not matter.

» The perception of discrimination among Armenians is at a record low. Only 9.8% believe
that Georgians are given preference for leading positions in private companies in
Samtskhe-Javakheti compared to Armenians. A record share of respondents also hold the

opposite opinion (72.5%).

It is clear that the perception of discrimination on ethnic/national grounds in the workplace is
much higher in Adjara than in Kvemo Kartli (among Azerbaijanis) and Samtskhe-Javakheti
(among Armenians). It is also noteworthy that in Adjara such sentiments are stronger towards
Turks than towards Russians. It may seem paradoxical, but it is clear that Muslims are more likely
to report discrimination from Turks, while Christian Georgians are more likely to report

discrimination from Russians.



Figure 7.
Which of these two statements do you agree with?
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Figure 8.
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Figure 9.

Which of these two statements do you agree with?
(Azerbaijanis)

<

m Priority is given to ethnic Georgians for leading positions in private companies in Kvemo Kartli
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not matter

= None

= Don't know/refuse to answer

Figure 10.
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Additionally, respondents were asked adherents of which religion best preserve their traditions.

The results of the survey are as follows:

>

>

A clear majority of surveyed Armenians (67.0%) believe that Christians preserve their
traditions best.

According to Azerbaijani respondents, Muslims stand out in this regard (41.5%), although
a significant part of them (37.3%) believes that everyone preserves their traditions
equally.

Among Adjara Muslims, the response “everyone preserves their traditions equally” is even
higher (74.3%).

Every second Christian surveyed in Adjara (49.0%) has the same position, and one fourth
name Christians (25.0%).

More than half of those surveyed in Samegrelo (54.0%) are sure that Christians preserve
traditions the best.

A larger part of the Georgians surveyed in Kvemo Kartli (41.0%) believe that everyone
preserves traditions in the same way, although almost every fourth one (23.3%) here also

name Christians.

Figure 11.

Who best preserve their traditions?
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The survey asked respondents to rate how proud they were of their ethnicity. They were asked to

rate their level of pride (very or quite proud vs. not very or not at all proud).
The responses were distributed as follows:

» The absolute majority of respondents in Adjara and Samegrelo, as well as Georgians living
in Kvemo Kartli, are proud of being Georgians. Georgians in Kvemo Kartli are particularly
proud of this (75.3% are very proud). The lowest number of “I am very proud” responses
is among Adjara Muslims (53.3%), although they are also “quite proud” (43.8%).

» The absolute majority of Armenian respondents (88.3%) are very proud of being
Armenians.

» The “I am very proud” response is relatively low among Azerbaijanis (63.0%).

The answers to the question “How proud or not proud are you of being a citizen of Georgia?”
were mainly distributed between the answers “I am very proud” and “I am quite proud”. The

share of “I am not very proud” and “I am not proud at all” responses was insignificant.

In general, it turned out that pride in being a citizen of Georgia is equally characteristic of both
ethnic Georgians and minorities. The Georgians of Kvemo Kartli (75.8%) and Armenians (74.5%)
are the most proud of their Georgian citizenship, the least of which are Muslims (48.0%) and
Christians (57.3%) surveyed in Adjara. Surveyed Azerbaijanis and respondents from Samegrelo

occupy a kind of intermediate position in this regard (very proud are, respectively, 65.3% and
60.3%).

Correlation analysis showed the relationship of this variable with the respondent's economic
situation among Armenians and Adjarian respondents. It is noteworthy that if there is a direct
correlation between the two variables among Armenians, that is, the more affluent the
respondent is, the more proud he or she is of Georgian citizenship, among Adjara Christians and
Muslims this relationship has the form of an inverse correlation - the higher the economic

situation of the respondents, the less proud they are of Georgian citizenship.

In addition, in Samegrelo, people with higher level of education are most often very proud of
Georgian citizenship, among Adjarian Christians and Muslims responses “I am very proud” are
more among those with secondary/incomplete secondary education, and among Armenians —

among those with secondary technical/special or incomplete higher education.
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Figure 12.

How proud or not proud are you of being a citizen of Georgia?

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0%

Kvemo Kartli Georgians W 75.3%

M Very Proud ® Quite proud

Figure 13.
How proud or not proud are you of being Armenian?
0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
88.3%
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I 1.30%
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Figure 14.

How proud or not proud are you of being Azerbaijani?
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0%

63.0%
34.3%
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Figure 15.

Kvemo Kartli Georgians

How proud are you of being a citizen of Georgia?
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Participants in the survey were asked to name the main characteristics that determine whether a

person is considered Georgian.

>

Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti single out two main aspects of being
Georgian: a) having at least one Georgian parent (18.0%) and b) being a citizen of Georgia
(16.0%). Significant number (17.3%) thinks that all of the listed indicators are important
for considering a person as Georgian.

For the majority of Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli (43.3%), the most important
factor in being Georgian is having at least one Georgian parent. It is noteworthy that the
second most important indicator for them is knowledge of the Georgian language (17.5%),
while for other groups, except for Adjara Muslims (6.0%), this factor is insignificant.
Adjara Muslims consider that “Georgian spirit” is key factor for being Georgian (22.3%),
but at the same time they believe that all of the listed indicators are important (21.0%).

A similar trend was observed in the case of Adjara Christians - the majority of them name
the “Georgian spirit” as the main characteristic of being Georgian (21.3%). Slightly fewer
think that the main thing is for a person to consider himself/herself Georgian (19.0%),
about the same number (18.8%) consider all of the listed indicators important.

In Samegrelo, the most (19.0%) consider the main criterion to be that a person has at least
one Georgian parent, followed by “all the listed characteristics together” (18.3%), and the
third is “Georgian spirit” (18.0%).
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» The criterion of “Georgian spirit” is very important for Georgians surveyed in Kvemo
Kartli (30.3%), followed by “having at least one Georgian parent” (26.3%), and the third is
“all together” (20.5%).

The most noteworthy thing here is that the response “to be a citizen of Georgia” has a relatively
modest result in all groups (highest among Armenians - 16.0% and Samegrelo — 13.0%). The
criterion of being an Orthodox Christian is considered most important in Samegrelo (9.5%) and
among Adjara Christians (4.3%).

Table 6.

‘What is the most
important thing for a

person to be considered
Georgian?

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Having at least one
Georgian parent 18.0 433 53 85 19.0 263
Knowing Georgian
language 05 17.5 6.0 1.3 1.3 0.3
Living in Georgia
permanently 25 23 5.8 48 4.0 0.8
Being an Orthodox 00 038 - 43 95 28
Christian
Considering 125 75 123 19.0 55 115
himself/herself Georgian ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
Having Georgi
SVIng eotgian 125 1.0 6.0 93 15 25

surname
Being born in Georgia

6.8 135 6.5 5.3 9.0 1.8
Being a citizen of
Georgia 16.0 40 40 7.0 13.0 25
Having Georgian spirit

5.5 0.5 22.3 21.3 18.0 30.3
All the listed 173 3.0 21.0 188 183 2055
characteristics together
Don’t know/refuse to
answer 8.5 6.8 11.0 08 1.0 1.0
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Residence of foreigners for a period longer than three months

Participants in the survey were asked to express their attitudes towards foreigners of various

nationalities who plan to stay in Georgia for more than 3 months.

» Ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti particularly positively assess
Europeans (48.5%) who come to Georgia for more than 3 months, and negatively - Turks
(29.5%). In addition, almost half of Armenians (48.5%) have a neutral attitude towards
the arrival of Turks. A positive attitude is evident towards Ukrainians (46.5%) and
Russians (42.0%) who come to reside Georgia.

» The majority of surveyed Azerbaijanis, as a rule, assess foreigners who come to Georgia for
more than 3 months neutrally. The Turks (36.3%) have the most positive assessment.

» The clear majority of Adjara Muslims also have a neutral attitude towards people of
different nationalities who have come to Georgia for a long time. A more or less negative
assessment was expressed towards Russians - every third (33.3%) does not welcome their
arrival for a long time.'8

» Similarly, the majority of Christians living in Adjara also show a neutral attitude, except
Russians - more than half (53.0%) evaluate their arrival negatively.!’

» The same trend is observed in Samegrelo - the majority of people are neutral about long-
term visits to Georgia by Turks, Ukrainians and Europeans, while the majority (55.3%) are
negative about the arrival of Russians.

» The stance of Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli is different from other target groups: the
majority of this group negatively assesses long-term visits to Georgia by people of all the
listed nationalities. Visits by Russians (77.3%) and Turks (69.5%) are assessed particularly

negatively.

8 ' would prefer that there were Georgians here and that there were hardships, but when I get on the

minibus, I wouldn't only see Russians, Turks, and Arabs." Focus group. Adjara. Muslim women.

9 A particularly negative attitude towards Russians staying for more than 3 months in Georgia was revealed
In focus group sessions of Christian women and men in Batumi. While this negativity is linked to political
Issues in other target regions, and especially to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, in Adjara it has a more

everyday aspect. The focus group participants are irritated by the dominance of Russians in the economic
sphere. ‘I noticed that Russians make fin of us, they have a kind of arrogant attitude.” (Batumi, Christian

men.) “It’s our fault, we, Georgians, are like that and we allow them to live as they want. The fact that the

Russians’ rating has fallen is more a story not about the war, but about the fact that there are many of them,

they are imprudent and they annoy people. That's why prices are so high.”" "We don't have a problem with

the Turks. The Turks, despite the fact that they have an entire district here [in Batumi], are not rude, unlike
the Russians.” "The cranberries were sold at an abnormal price in the store. They were so expensive, no one

from our country would touch them and only the Russians were buying them. Such things irritate a lot of
people.” (Batumi, Christian women.) "In Batumi and in Adjara in general, the attitude towards Russians is
built on internal political priorities. Those who support the "dream" [Georgian Dream] view them loyally,

while those who support the opposition are more negative. However, in everyday life, many people are

Irritated even without politics, because they can afford to buy everything and have such great
opportunities.” (Interview. Batumi.)
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If we take the total figures, the greatest negativity is towards Russians (40.2% do not welcome
their stay for more than three months) and Turks (36.1%). The least opposed are Ukrainians
(27.1%) and Europeans (27.4%). In addition, here too, a sharp difference was identified in terms
of ethnicity - a larger percentage of ethnic Georgians oppose foreigners staying for a long time,
while minorities (Armenians and Azerbaijanis) have relatively softer stance. For example, 46.5%
of Armenians and 27.3% of Azerbaijanis positively assess the stay of Ukrainians for more than
three months, while among ethnic Georgians, including Muslims, this indicator varies within the
range of 5.8%-16.3%. The difference is even more radical in the case of Russians - while loyalty to

stay among Armenians and Azerbaijanis is approximately similar to that of Ukrainians, this

indicator among ethnic Georgians ranges from 1.3% to 6.5%.

Table 7.
S
< < S S ~ g
5 S 5 g S B
. . " g . - g
What's your attitude towards foreigners of g 2 é g g ©
these nationalities who plan to stay in 4 S g < E E
()
Georgia for more than 3 months? E < = 8 2 o
< 2 g
4
]
Positively 20.0 36.3 7.8 43 8.3 3.8
Neutrally 48.5 55.0 67.3 49.5 50.3 255
Turks
Negatively 295 8.3 243 46.0 39.0 69.5
Don’t know/refuse to
2.1 0.6 0.8 0.3 2.6 1.3
answer
Positively 42.0 27.0 6.5 3.5 1.3 3.5
Neutrally 48.0 59.8 59.5 43.3 40.0 18.3
Russians Negatively 10.0 123 333 53.0 55.3 773
Don’t know/refuse to
- 1.1 0.8 0.3 35 1.0
answer
Positively 46.5 27.3 9.8 12.3 16.3 5.8
Neutrally 48.5 59.8 72.3 55.8 435 35.5
Ukrainians Negatively 48 1255 175 315 39.0 57.3
Don’t know/refuse to
0.3 0.6 0.5 0.5 1.3 1.6
answer
Positively 48.5 25.0 13.8 13.0 13.5 6.5
Neutrally 44.8 60.5 69.5 55.3 47.5 32.0
Europeans
Negatively 65 12.8 158 315 37.8 60.0
Don’t know/refuse to
0.3 1.8 1.0 0.3 1.3 15
answer
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Granting Georgian citizenship to foreigners

One of the research questions was to study the attitudes of target groups towards granting

Georgian citizenship to foreigners (if they meet all formal requirements).

>

Among ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, those who oppose granting
Georgian citizenship to Turks (51.8%) predominate, followed by Russians (46.5%),
Ukrainians (45.5%) and Europeans (44.5%). They are most loyal to those whose ancestors
lived in Georgia - every second (49.8%) believes that this category of people should have
the right to receive Georgian citizenship.

Half of ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli are resistant to granting Georgian
citizenship to Ukrainians (51.5%), Europeans (50.5%) and Russians (50.0%). In the case of
Turks, the positions are divided: one part (47.5%) is in favor of granting them citizenship,
and the other part (46.5%) is against. The only ones for whom a clear majority of
Azerbaijanis (68.8%) support granting Georgian citizenship are those who have Georgian
ancestors.

Adjara Muslims are characterized by a negative attitude towards granting citizenship to
foreigners. This applies especially to Russians (94.3%), Turks (92.8%) and Ukrainians
(91.0%).

Similarly, Georgian Christians living in Adjara also express a negative attitude towards
granting citizenship to foreigners, and this applies primarily to Russians (90.0%) and
Turks (86.5%). This group displays a relatively loyal attitude towards those whose
ancestors were Georgians (42.0% support their acquisition of citizenship).

Respondents in Samegrelo are most likely to disagree with granting Georgian citizenship
to Russians (89.0%) and Turks (81.0%). However, the majority of them (56.8%) are in
favor of granting citizenship to people with Georgian ancestry.

A similar picture is seen among the group of Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli: the
negative assessment of granting citizenship to Russians (88.0%) and Turks (80.5%) is high,
while the degree of loyalty is highest towards those who have Georgian ancestors (47.3%).

If we take the total indicator of all groups, the negative attitude that the respondents generally

have towards the granting of Georgian citizenship to foreigners is striking, even if the persons in

question meet all the necessary requirements. In this regard, the highest degree of negativity is

towards Russians (76.3%) and Turks (73.2%). It is worth noting that there is a relatively loyal

attitude towards those whose ancestors were from Georgia, although here too more people do not

support granting them citizenship (49.3%) than support it (47.5%).

38



Table 8.

S
_ = 3 S g
S S = P d
= > g g g
In your opinion, should individuals of these g E ':'g 2 3
nationalities who want to live in Georgia have g 8 = g 3
the right to obtain Georgian citizenship if they E g E g
meet all the relevant requirements? < E 'g‘ a
S
No 518 465 92.8 865 81.0 80.5
Turks Yes 22.0 475 53 11.3 10.0 145
DT S T 263 6.0 2.0 23 9.0 5.0
to answer
No 465 50.0 943 90.0 89.0 88.0
Russians Yes 32.0 443 48 93 73 9.3
DS SIS 215 5.8 1.0 0.8 3.8 238
to answer
No 455 515 91.0 86.3 743 783
Ukrainians Yes 348 25 73 12.8 205 17.3
DS SIS 19.8 6.0 18 1.0 53 45
to answer
No 445 505 87.0 823 748 733
Europeans Yes 40.5 43.8 115 16.8 17.3 22.0
DSOS 15.0 58 15 1.0 8.0 48
to answer
No 39.0 313 76.8 56.0 420 50.8
Individuals with Yes 498 68.8 20.8 40 56.8 473
Georgian ancestry
it 113 : 25 20 13 20

to answer
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Purchase of real estate by foreigners

The survey also assessed the attitudes of target groups towards foreigners purchasing real estate in

Georgia. The results were similar to the previous question. Here too, it is clear that a majority of

respondents in all target groups oppose the sale of property to foreigners.

Table 9.
S
~ < S </ g
S S =z g ‘B
2 E g g
" - g 5 5 2 3
In your opinion, should individuals of these g 3 S & .
nationalities have the right to purchase real E ) g g
i ia? ) E:X
estate in Georgia? < 3 ! %
&
No 55.3 51.8 91.3 87.3 85.3 93.5
Turks Yes 14.0 430 7.0 115 9.8 4.8
UM SO 30.8 53 18 13 5.1 18
answer
No 48.0 57.5 93.5 88.3 90.5 95.3
Russians Yes 243 35.8 5.3 10.5 6.8 3.3
L 27.8 6.8 13 13 28 15
answer
No 47.0 60.3 90.5 84.5 81.8 92.8
Ukrainians Yes 27.5 30.8 8.0 14.3 12.3 5.3
Rl T i 255 9.0 15 13 6.0 2.0
answer
No 49.3 59.5 88.8 82.0 82.5 90.3
Europeans Yes 32.3 32.0 9.8 16.8 11.0 7.8
Don’t k
LI L 185 85 15 13 6.5 2.0
answer

> In the opinion of the majority of ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, no
one should have the right to purchase real estate in Georgia from the listed foreigners
(Turks, Russians, Ukrainians, Europeans). However, representatives of this group are
clearly resistant to Turks (55.3%), and are relatively loyal to Europeans - almost a third
(32.3%) agree that Europeans should have the right to purchase real estate in Georgia.
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The majority of ethnic Azerbaijanis in Kvemo Kartli are opposed to Ukrainians (60.3%),
Europeans (59.5%) and Russians (57.5%) purchasing real estate in Georgia; representatives
of this group are relatively loyal to Turks — 43.0% agree with the purchase of real estate
by them (although here too 51.8% disagree). For almost a third (32.0%), this is acceptable
even for Europeans.

The vast majority of Adjara Muslims oppose the purchase of real estate in Georgia by
foreigners - this is most strongly manifested in the case of Russians (93.5%).

Christians living in Adjara also have a similar attitude. However, in this group, compared
to Muslims, the positive attitude towards Europeans is somewhat higher (Christians -
16.8%, Muslims - 9.8%).

Similar attitudes were observed among ethnic Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo
Kartli, namely, the vast majority oppose the right of foreigners to own real estate in
Georgia. Resistance is especially high in the case of Russians (Georgians of Kvemo Kartli -
95.3%; Samegrelo - 90.5%).
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Chapter Three: Attitudes towards countries/unions

Respondents were first asked to name countries they consider to be Georgia's main friend or main

enemy. The survey revealed the following:

>

The largest part of the Armenian population (35.6%) considers Armenia to be Georgia's
main friend, followed by Ukraine (19.2%) and the USA and Russia (the last two have an
equal numbers - 13.4% each). When naming main enemy, the majority of respondents
(28.3%) do not consider any state to be such. However, it is noteworthy that among the
enemies, Russia (22.2%), Turkey (18.5%) and Azerbaijan (14.8%) are more often named.
For Azerbaijanis, Azerbaijan (35.2%) is considered Georgia's friend first of all, followed by
Turkey (30.3%). Ukraine is in third place with 13.3%, and Germany is in fourth place
(5.9%). It is noteworthy that only a negligible part of the surveyed respondents (0.7%)
name the USA as their main friend. As for the main enemy, the perception of Russia as
Georgia's enemy is more pronounced here (35.2%). It is also worth noting that 38.2% do
not consider any country to be an enemy, and 20.7% say they do not know.

Adjara Muslims name the USA (24.6%), Germany (13.9%) and Ukraine (10.7%) as
Georgia’s main friend. The figure for Turkey is 7.4%, France 6.7%, Russia 3.7%. The
majority considers Russia to be a main enemy (55.0%). A small part of the respondents
indicated other countries. In particular, the figure for the USA, which is in second place, is
2.5%, and Turkey is in third place with 1.7%.

The largest number of Christians surveyed in Adjara name the USA as their main friend
(25.8%), followed by Germany (14.8%), Ukraine (10.6%) and France (9.2%). It is worth
noting that Turkey has a higher figure here (8.7%) than among Muslims of Adjara. Russia
is the unconditional leader among main enemies (67.1%). It is followed by the USA (3.6%)
and Turkey (3.1%).

Among those surveyed in Samegrelo, the USA leads a list of main friends of Georgia
(29.9%), followed by Ukraine (15.7%), Germany (10.1%) and France (9.3%). As for the
main enemy, a record number of respondents in Samegrelo named Russia (76.9%).

The largest part of Georgians surveyed in Kvemo Kartli (17.5%) believe that no country is a
main friend of Georgia, although the USA (11.4%), Ukraine (9.7%), Azerbaijan (8.8%) and
Israel (6.5%) stand out among friendly countries. In this case, Russia stands out among

hostile countries (45.8%).

From the socio-demographic characteristics, it turned out that there is a strong connection

between the probability of naming America as the main friend and the economic situation of

the respondent - the more affluent the respondent is, the greater the probability of naming the

US as the main friend. Such a correlation works in all groups, except for Azerbaijanis and

Adjara Muslims. For example, in Samegrelo, only 26.6% of those with low economic self-

perception name the US as Georgia's main friend, while this figure is 30.4% among middle-

income people, and 36.1% among the affluent. Similarly, among Georgians from Kvemo Kartli,
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this proportion is 5.9%, 10.9%, and 15.9%; among Adjara Christians - 17.1%, 23.4%, and
31.8%; and among Armenians - 6.5%, 13.8%, and 16.5%.

In addition, statistical analysis showed a reliable inverse correlation with the age of the
respondent among Adjara Christians and Kvemo Kartli Georgians - the younger the respondent
in these groups, the more often he/she names the US as Georgia's main friend. It is noteworthy
that in the Azerbaijani and Samegrelo clusters, the frequency of naming Russia as the main
enemy is also inversely correlated with the age of the respondent - the younger the
respondent, the greater the likelihood that he/she considers Russia to be Georgia's main

enemy.

Correlation analysis exposed a connection between the variable of considering Russia as the
main enemy and education in Samegrelo - here, the higher the level of education of a person

surveyed, the more often he/she names Russia as the main enemy.

Table 10.

Which is Georgia’s

main friend?

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Ukraine 19.2 133 10.7 10.6 15.7 9.7
Russia 13.4 1.9 3.7 2.6 15 1.2
USA 13.4 0.7 24.6 25.8 29.9 114
Turkey 19 30.3 7.4 8.7 6.6 39
Germany 0.7 5.9 139 14.8 10.1 10
France 0.7 1.4 6.7 9.2 9.3 7
United Kingdom 0.2 0.9 0.4 14 2.7 32
Hungary - 0.1 - 0.9 - 0.6
Israel 14 14 0.2 0.9 12 65
Azerbaijan 14 35.2 1.1 3.9 16 8.8
Armenia 35.6 0.7 0.4 0.9 0.6 4.6
China 12 - - 0.6 0.7 0.8
Other 05 0.6 2.8 19 0.9 25
None 2.2 0.3 134 11 7.2 17.2
Don't know/refuse to 43 0.9 10.9 ") 10.4 67
answer
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Table 11.

Which is Georgia’s

main enemy?

Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

0.9 - 02 - 07 6.0
Russia 22.2 35.2 55.0 67.1 76.9 45.8
USA 4.6 1.0 25 3.6 1.9 23
Turkey 18.5 - 1.7 3.1 0.7 43
Germany 02 - - 0.7 - N -
France 0.2 0.7 - 05 - -
United Kingdom - - 0.2 - - -
Hungary - 0.2 - - - 0.9
Israel 0.2 - - 0.2 0.2 -
Azerbaijan 14.8 - - 0.2 - 0.9
Armenia 1.1 34 0.2 0.2 - 2.8
China 0.2 - - 0.5 0.2 0.4
Other - - 0.2 0.7 - 0.4
None

- - 0.2 - 0.7 6.0
Don’t know/refuse
to answer 8.9 20.9 22 7.4 14.5 14.3

As part of the survey, respondents were asked to name the country, which is the main enemy of
Christianity. The results were distributed as follows:
» A large part of Armenians interviewed in Samtskhe-Javakheti name Turkey as the main
enemy of Christianity (39.8%).
» Azerbaijanis interviewed in Kvemo Kartli mostly refrain from answering (43.7%) or do
not consider any state as the main enemy of Christianity (37.8%).
» The majority of Adjara Muslims (59.6%), like Azerbaijanis, say they don’t know or refuse
to answer.
» Every third surveyed Christian in Adjara (33.6%) considers Arab countries to be the main
enemy of Christianity.
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» In Samegrelo, over fifth of the respondents (21.1%) name Arab states, although the rate of
response “don’t know” is still high (45.8%).

» Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli first name Iran (23.6%) and then Arab countries
(20.8%).

Table 12.

‘Which state is the

main enemy of
Christianity now?

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Ukraine 0.7

- - 0.8 0.2 0.2
Russia 11.4 42 4.1 6.5 1.7 2.8
USA 1.4 0.7 19 18 15 15
Turkey 39.8 0.2 2.4 6.9 19 6.8
European countries 0.2 0.2 05 0.8 0.2 0.3
Iran 3 5.9 2.4 118 3.9 23.6
Afghanistan 7.8 1 1.7 7.7 8.2 10.9
Israel 2.5 0.5 0.7 0.4 3.4 2
Arab countries 43 1.2 58 33.6 21.1 20.8
Other _ - 0.2 - - 0.3
None 19 37.8 145 7.3 11.6 6.3
Don’t know/refuse

0 answer 9.9 47.7 60.8 20.8 458 6.3

The study focused on the question, “which organization/group is the main enemy of
Christianity?” The percentage of responses to this question “don’t know,” “refuse to answer,” and

“none” was high in all groups. The data was distributed as follows:

» 17.0% of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti name Hezbollah, and 8.5% Hamas.

» Hamas holds the leading position among Adjara Christians (34.3%), followed by
Hezbollah with 9.8%.

> Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli name Hamas as the main enemy of
Christianity (21.1% and 39.8%, respectively).
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Table 13.

Which international
organization/group is the

main enemy of
Christianity?

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

European Union . 35 0.3 15 12 0.8
NATO 5.0 1.8 0.3 0.5 0.2 238
i (L 15 03 1.0 28 § 08
Hezbollah
ezbota 17.0 45 15 9.8 6.0 23

Hamas

85 7.8 6.0 343 21.1 39.8
Other 0.5 - - - - 1.0
None

30.0 29.0 14.3 6.3 14.9 6.5
Don’t know/refuse to
answer 335 433 69.5 37.3 56.1 403

Regardless of ethnicity/religion, respondents consider the USA and NATO to be the strongest
country/union in terms of military power. A different result was observed only among
Azerbaijanis, which consider Russia (20.4%) to be a stronger state in terms of military power than
the USA (13.4%). However, here too, the European Union (!) (20.7%) and NATO (20.6%) are
slightly ahead of Russia. Russia also has fairly high figures in Samegrelo (22.8%). China has a more

or less noteworthy result (10.8%) only among the Armenians of Samtskhe-Javakheti.

Statistical analysis showed that there is a certain statistically reliable correlation between this
variable and the designation of Russia as the most powerful state among Armenians, Azerbaijanis,
and Adjara Christians and Muslims. In particular, among Armenians, respondents with low
economic situation are less likely to name Russia as the most powerful state militarily (4.3%),
while this figure is significantly higher among respondents with medium and high economic
situation (18.4% and 12.8%, respectively); among Azerbaijanis, this figure has a correlation as
well. Here, the percentages are distributed as follows: only 6.1% of low-income respondents
consider Russia to be the most powerful state militarily, while in the medium-income category

this figure is 20.1%, and in the high-income category it is 33.9%. The similar correlation is found
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among Adjara Christians - 10.0%, 13.4% and 17.4%, respectively. The data among Adjara Muslims
are as follows - 10.5%, 15.8% and 14.1%.

Table 14.

Which is the strongest
country/union in terms of military
power?

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)

g
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g
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European Union 12.4 20.7 3.8 6.9 6.0 43
USA 19.1 135 33.0 30.7 283 29.3
Russia 15.4 20.4 15.4 14.6 22.8 13.4
China 10.8 15 25 53 2.7 48
NATO 23.4 20.6 27.5 30.7 26.8 22.4
Germany 1.9 24 1.1 0.7 0.7 0.4
Israel 28 1.7 1.1 0.7 0.5 7.6
Hezbollah - 0.6 - 0.9 03 0.7
Hamas - - - 15 0.5 2.2
ATEEm L 0.7 0.4 - 05 - 0.4
Other - 0.7 - 05 0.2 0.6
None 65 0.2 25 19 0.7 0.6
Don’t know/refuse to answer 7.0 17.4 13.1 5.2 105 13.4

The study addressed the question of where it is better for young people to receive higher
education - in Georgia or abroad? The results of the study reveal the following:
» A clear majority of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti (79.3%) prefer Georgia in
terms of education, as do the majority of Azerbaijanis in Kvemo Kartli (67.3%).
» About half of Adjara Muslims (48.5%) consider Georgia to be the most suitable place to
receive higher education, although a third (33.8%) answer “both”.
» Among Adjara Christians, “both” is in the leading position (38.8%). Every third (34.8%)
prefers Georgia as such a place, while more than a fifth (22.3%) name “abroad”.
» In Samegrelo, the response “both” is also leading (48.5%), although a significant number
(38.8%) give preference to Georgia.
» In Kvemo Kartli, every second Georgian surveyed (50%) prioritizes obtaining higher
education in Georgia. 28% prefer studying abroad.
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It is noteworthy that ethnic minorities consider education in Georgia to be a higher priority than
ethnic Georgians. However, education abroad is least attractive to Adjara Muslims and the

population of Samegrelo.
Figure 16.

Where it is better for young people to receive higher education - in Georgia
or abroad?
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Respondents from each target group who favor education abroad named specific countries where
they would prefer young people to receive education:

» Armenians (who support higher education abroad) believe that such a country is, first of
all, Armenia (47.9%), followed by the USA (18.8%).

» For Azerbaijanis, the most priority is Germany (25.8%), followed by the USA (21.7%).

> Germany is leading among Adjara Muslims (33.3%), while the USA is in first place among
Adjara Christians (32.8%). In both cases, the first and second places are occupied by the
USA and Germany.

» Among Georgians of Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli, the USA is leading (24.7% and 24.2%,
respectively), although if in Samegrelo Germany is in second place (17.0%), among
Georgians of Kvemo Kartli Germany (18.5%) is slightly behind the response “European

countries” (19.0%).

In conclusion, we can say that there are two clear leaders on this question - the USA (26.7% in
total across all groups) and Germany (22.3%, respectively). The third position is firmly occupied
by "European countries" (13.4%). The Russian Federation's figure is negligible (1.2%).
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Table 15.

Which country abroad is better for higher

education? (N=992)

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

USA 18.8 21.7 27.2 32.8 247 26.2
Germany 8.3 25.8 33.3 23.8 17.0 18.5
European countries 2.1 125 14.8 16.4 7.2 19.0
United Kingdom 6.3 1.7 49 9.0 8.5 149
France 4.2 0.8 25 7.0 1.3 3.6
Armenia 479 - - - - -
Turkey - 14.2 19 16 - -
Canada - - - - 13 2.1
Iraly - - 0.6 0.4 09 15
Israel - - - - - 1.0
In any developed country 0.0 0.8 0.6 2.0 0.4 1.5
Russia 8.3 1.7 0.6 2.0 - -
Azerbaijan 0.0 0.8 - - - -
Don’t know/refuse to answer 42 20.0 135 49 38.6 118

Mosques for Muslims

Respondents were given two statements to choose from: “Muslims in Georgia should be given the
opportunity to have mosques and participate in religious rituals” and “Building mosques for
Muslims and performing Muslim religious rituals hinders harmony and unity between Muslim

and Christian Georgians.” Another option was “I disagree with neither.”

» The vast majority of Adjara Muslims (74.5%) and the largest proportion of Adjara
Christians (46.8%), as well as the largest proportion of Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo
Kartli (47.0%), support the existence of mosques for Muslims and their participation in
religious rituals.

» The vast proportion of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti (almost every second
one, 49.0%) disagree with either of these opinions. It is noteworthy that only 6.0% think
that mosques should be built for Muslims, while five times more (31.8%) say that the

construction of mosques will hinder harmony between Muslim and Christian Georgians.
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» Among Georgians living in Samegrelo, positions are almost equally divided between
supporters of building mosques (28.5%) and opponents (27.0%). About the same number
(28.5%) disagree with either.

» Only Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli stand out with a rigid stance - a larger part of them

(42.8%) believe that the practice of building mosques will hinder the unification of

Georgians.
Figure 17.
Which of these two opinions do you agree with?
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Don't know/refuse to answer
Russian occupation and impact on Russian expats

The main difference between the ethnically non-Georgian and Georgian populations was revealed
in the assessment of the impact of Russia’s occupation of Georgia. Respondents had to choose
between two statements: “Russia’s occupation of Georgian territories is a political issue that
should not affect the arrival of Russian citizens in Georgia” and “Because Russia has occupied

Georgian territories, Russian citizens should be restricted from traveling freely to Georgia.”

A larger proportion of the ethnic minorities surveyed (Armenians and Azerbaijanis) believe that
the conflict between Russia and Georgia is purely political and should not affect the arrival of
Russian citizens in Georgia (43.5% and 49.8%, respectively). The opposite opinion is held by
23.0% and 30.8%, respectively.
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The picture is different among ethnic Georgians. They, due to the Russian occupation, support
restrictions on travel by Russian citizens to Georgia. This is especially true of Georgians living in
Kvemo Kartli (59.5%), as well as approximately every second Adjara Christian (52.3%) and
Muslim (48.3%). In Samegrelo, this indicator is relatively low (36.3%).

Figure 18.
Which of these two opinions do you agree with?
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Don't know/refuse to answer

Membership in the European Union, NATO and the Eurasian Union

In terms of supporting Georgia's membership in various international structures, the positions of

the research target groups are as follows:

» In total, 77.8% of all study groups support EU membership, while only 14.1% are against
it. 8.1% refuse to answer or simply do not know. The highest support for EU membership
is among Adjara Christians (90.8%) and Samegrelo (90.3%). This figure is also quite high
among Georgians in Kvemo Kartli (85.0%). European integration is also strongly supported

by Adjara Muslims and Armenians (76.8% in both cases). It is noteworthy that this figure
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is much (') lower among Azerbaijanis - here only 47.5% support EU membership, while
40.5% are against it.20

» A clear majority of respondents (although slightly less than the EU membership) also
support (64.7%) Georgia's accession to NATO, 20.5% are against, and 14.9% refuse to
answer or do not know. Here, Samegrelo is the clear leader with 85.5% support, followed
in decreasing order by the Adjara Christians (81.0%), Adjara Muslims (74.0%), and Kvemo
Kartli Georgians (68.8%). Support is much lower among ethnic minority groups -
Armenians (51.3%) and especially Azerbaijanis (27.5%). The latter group (ethnic
Azerbaijanis of Kvemo Kartli) is the only one where a clear majority opposes membership
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (46.3%).

» The rate of support for joining the Russian-led Eurasian Union is very low. According to
the total data, 8.0% support it, while 69.2% are against it. Here too, a sharp difference was
observed between ethnic Georgians and minorities. The highest support is among
Azerbaijanis (19.3%) and Armenians (10.8%), and the lowest is among Georgians from

Kvemo Kartli (3.0%). The rate for other groups fluctuates within 5%.

Correlation analysis showed the relationship between the EU membership variable and the
respondent's economic situation among Armenians and residents of Kvemo Kartli. If among
Armenians this has the form of an inverse correlation, that is, the more affluent the respondent is,
the less he/she supports Georgia's EU membership, then among Kvemo Kartli Azerbaijanis and
Georgians there is a positive correlation. This is especially evident among Azerbaijanis - while
support for EU membership among respondents with low economic situation is 28.8%, among
respondents with average wealth this figure is 45.8%, and among wealthy respondents it is 67.7%.
Correlation analysis also showed the relationship between the NATO membership variable and
the respondent's economic situation among Armenians and Muslims. Here too, among
Armenians, this has the form of an inverse correlation, that is, the more affluent the respondents
are, the less they support Georgia's NATO membership, while among Azerbaijanis from Kvemo
Kartli and Muslims from Adjara, there is a positive correlation. Here too, this is especially clearly

seen among Azerbaijanis.

The question about membership in major international organizations clearly highlighted two
points: on the one hand, it is clear that the vast majority of the surveyed population is in favor of
Euro-Atlantic integration, on the other hand, the radical difference in perceptions that exists
between ethnic Georgians and the minority is obvious. This especially applies to Azerbaijanis,
where anti-Western sentiment is at a record high. This was also clearly evident in the focus group
sessions held in Marneuli and Akhalkalaki, where the participants did not have a pronounced

pro-Russian sentiment, although a certain nihilism and skepticism towards the West were clearly

20 It was also repeatedly noted in focus groups that the European Union has a lot of opposition in the
Azerbajjani community of Kvemo Kartli. Some attribute this to the influence of Turkish and sometimes
Azerbaijani television stations, while others ascribe it to the fact that many locals maintain strong economic
ties with Russia. ‘It is true that many here oppose the European Union, especially those who work in Russia
and sometimes their family members. But they do not know that they will do more in Europe in 3 months
than in Russia.” (Focus group. Marneuli. Azerbaijjani women.)
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noticeable. At the same time, this negative background was more noticeable towards the US and
NATO, while the attitude towards the European Union was more positionally neutral. The desire
for “peace” is cited as the reason, and it is felt that there are certain phobias towards the US and
the North Atlantic Alliance. "If you ask me, NATO is better than the EU. The situation in Georgia

is good now, everyone here thinks so - it's the right course in terms of peace."?!

Local civil activists we spoke to in Marneuli and Akhalkalaki cite the influence of foreign media
as the main reason for this. If for Armenians it is Russian TV channels,?? for Azerbaijanis it is
Turkish TV channels, which are clearly engaged in anti-Western propaganda.” In addition, Iran
also has a certain influence on the Azerbaijani community of Kvemo Kartli, especially its devout
Shiite part, through its religious institutions, including religious educational institutions.? In
addition, the aggravation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, especially the events in Gaza and the
reaction of USA and Europe to this, is fueling the anti-Western sentiment among Azerbaijanis.
The perception of the Middle East conflict, which the Azerbaijani community largely receives

from the Turkish information space, can be said to be a locomotive of anti-American and anti-

Western sentiment in this community.

Table 16.
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Do you support Georgia’s accession to...? S 5 g g (E

LN N

< 2 3 g
2
-]
Do not support 13.3 40.5 9.5 7.0 4.0 10.3
Support 76.8 47.5 76.8 90.8 90.3 85.0

European Union

Don’t know/refuse

to answer 10.0 12.0 13.8 23 5.8 48

Do not support 26.3 46.3 10.8 14.0 6.8 18.8

NATO Support 51.3 27.5 74.0 81.0 85.5 68.8
Don’t know/refuse

to answer 22.5 26.3 15.3 5.0 7.8 125

LI i G gpp: 633 453 703 843 72.0 803

Eurasian Union Support 10.8 19.3 48 5.0 53 3.0
Don’t know/refuse

to answer 26.0 35.5 25.0 10.8 22.8 16.8

2! Focus group. Akhalkalaki. Armenian men.

22 Interview. Akhalkalaki.

% Interview. Marneuli.

24 "Many Shiite clerics were educated at the Al-Mustafa Islamic University in the Iranian city of Qom,
which is sanctioned by the US. They praise the ayatollahs and the Iranian government at every prayer, and
criticize America." Interview. Marneuli.
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The fear of losing traditions

The survey focused on the perception of threats to the traditions of each target group from

specific countries. Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with specific

statements (completely or somewhat agree vs. completely or somewhat disagree).

>

According to the majority of ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, the main
source of threat to their traditions is Turkey (51.8%). At the same time, they believe that
this threat does not come from the European Union (80.8%), Russia (76.5%) and the US
(68.1%).

The majority of ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli do not perceive any
country/organization (Turkey, Russia, USA, European Union) as a threat to their
traditions (the perception of security is most closely linked to Turkey: 94.0%). A
maximum of 10% indicate a threat coming from the US and the European Union.

More than a third of Adjara Muslims believe that Russia (37.8%) and Turkey (34.0%) pose
a challenge to their traditions. However, it is noteworthy that every second person
(49.5%) from this group does not name Turkey as a threat.

Among Adjara Christians, unlike Muslims, the perception of Turkey (51.3%) and Russia
(48.1%) as a threat to their traditions is more pronounced.

For the majority of respondents in Samegrelo, the threat does not come from either the
European Union (60.0%) or the United States (57.6%). Over a third of this group believes
that their traditions are threatened by Russia (35.3%) and Turkey (34.5%).

Among Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli, there is a similar trend to Samegrelo: the
majority do not consider either the European Union (65.0%) or the United States (61.3%)
to be a threat to their traditions. Turkey (39.0%) and Russia (37.3%) are still named as

countries posing a threat.

Table 17.

Do you agree or disagree that you traditions are
being threatened by...?

USA
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Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Completely disagree 27.8 50.5 7.5 14.5 438 27

Somewhat disagree 40.3 21.3 39 42.8 52.8 34.3

Somewhat agree 19.3 83 25.8 29.5 28.3 24.8

Completely agree 2.5 1.8 7.8 8 25 45
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Don’t know/refuse to

10.3 183 20 5.3 11.8 9.5
answer
Completely disagree 20.5 55 8.8 8.3 15 20
Somewhat disagree 56 26 34.3 39.8 45.3 29.3
Russia
Somewhat agree 14 8.8 30.3 36.3 33.3 26
Completely agree 3 15 7.5 11.8 2 11.3
Don’t know/refuse to 65 838 193 4 18 135
answer
Completely disagree 26.8 51.8 8.3 11.5 4 315
Somewhat disagree 54 28.3 425 58.5 56 335
European Union
Somewhat agree 14 7.5 243 20.3 27 22
Completely agree 1.8 15 7 6.3 1.8 25
Don’t know/refuse to 35 1 18 35 113 105
answer
Completely disagree 13.3 70.5 7.8 7.8 1.8 18.5
Somewhat disagree 29.3 235 41.8 37 39 25.3
Turkey
Somewhat agree 29.5 3 28 43.8 32 31
Completely agree 223 1.8 6 7.5 25 8
Don’t know/refuse to 5.8 13 165 4 2438 173

Deployment of US military bases in Georgia

answer

Respondents were asked to indicate the extent to which they agree or disagree that the presence

of US military bases in Georgia would help ensure the country's security. Survey participants

were asked to indicate their level of agreement (completely or somewhat agree vs. completely or

somewhat disagree).

» The majority of ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti (55.8%) agree that US

military bases will help the country in terms of security. It is worth noting that this is a

record figure among the surveyed groups.

» In contrast, this figure is only 9.5% among Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli, while

64.1% do not think that deployment of American military bases will ensure Georgia’s

security.
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» The data from Adjara are different in that opinions are more or less evenly divided. While
a larger part of local Christians do not see security guarantees in American bases (46.5%
disagree, 44.6% agree), a similar, but mirror-image, picture is found among Muslims
(37.3% disagree, 40.3% agree).

» A larger proportion of respondents in Samegrelo (48%) believe that the deployment of US
bases contributes to security; 30.8% disagree.

» Among the Georgian population of Kvemo Kartli, similar to Adjara, positions are almost

evenly divided between supporters (41.5%) and opponents (42.5%) of the deployment of
US military bases in Georgia.

Table 18.
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Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)

Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Do you agree or disagree that the deployment of US
military bases will help ensure Georgia’s security?

Completely disagree 7.8 45.3 7.8 155 3.3 21.0
Somewhat disagree 26.3 18.8 29.5 31.0 27.5 215
Somewhat agree 28.5 85 33.5 38.8 39.5 27.5
Completely agree 27.3 1.0 6.8 5.8 85 14.0
Don’t know/refuse to answer 10.3 26.5 225 9.0 21.3 16.0

Export of Georgian products

Participants in the survey were asked to name the countries where it is currently most realistic to
export Georgian products.

» According to ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, the most favorable
countries for export are, first of all, Russia (29.0%), followed by Armenia (24.0%).

» For Azerbaijanis, the Russian market is a priority for exporting Georgian products
(46.0%).

» Muslims of Adjara almost equally believe that a) all markets are important/it does not

matter where they are sold (37.8%) and b) the most realistic market is the European
Union (33.3%).
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» The opinion of Christian Georgians living in Adjara is similar - the European Union
market is a priority for exporting Georgian products (34.5%), although the percentage of
people who consider all markets relevant (31.3%) is significant.

» Samegrelo stands out in that this group has the highest support for both using all possible
markets for the export of Georgian products (44.3%), and prioritizing the EU market
(42.8%).

» Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli are mostly indifferent - 40.8% say that it does not matter

where it is sold.

It is striking that if we compare only the perception of the attractiveness of the Russian and EU
markets, ethnic Georgians and minorities have diametrically different opinions in this regard -
while the latter unequivocally prefer the Russian market, the former find the EU more attractive.
The difference in this regard is especially large in Samegrelo, where 42.8% mention the EU

market, while only 2.3% mention the Russian one.

Table 19.

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)

S
:
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Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

To which country's market is it realistic to export
Georgian products?

EU countries 7.0 16.0 33.3 345 42.8 245
Russia 29.0 46.0 13.5 26.5 2.3 12.3
Turkey 10.8 9.3 10.0 3.0 1.0 3.0
Armenia 24.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.8
Azerbaijan 0.5 7.8 - 05 0.3 1.0
USA 4.0 - 2.3 - - 1.0
China 13 0.3 0.3 0.5 - 2.8
Ukraine - - - 0.3 - -
All markets/no matter 22.0 16.0 37.8 31.3 44.3 40.8
Don’t know 15 45 2.8 3.3 9.0 14.0
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The last hope in a time of great trial

Respondents were asked to name specific countries/international organizations that Georgia

should rely on in times of great hardship/tribulation (such as, for example, a full-scale war,

natural disaster, etc.).

>

Ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti believe that during the great ordeal,
Georgia should first and foremost rely on the United States (31.1%); the European Union
is in second place (23.3%). It is noteworthy that here, compared to other groups, the
indicator of Russia is also record high (15.0%), which slightly exceeds the result of NATO
(14.8%).

Ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli, in this regard, single out Turkey (35.3%),
exactly a fifth (20.0%) name the European Union. It is worth emphasizing that in this
group, trust in the United States and NATO is at a record low level (0.8% and 2.0%,
respectively).

More than a third of Adjara Muslims (35.1%) do not/cannot answer this question,
although about a quarter (25.3%) speak of the importance of the European Union,
followed by the USA (15.8%) and NATO (10.3%).

Christians in Adjara also have a particular hope for the European Union (40.3%). Here
too, America is in second place (15.3%), and NATO is in third place (12.0%).

More than half of the respondents in Samegrelo (53.3%) have a hope for the European
Union in the face of great trials. The figures for America (9.5%) and NATO (4.3%) are
much more modest here. It is noteworthy that more than a quarter of this group (26.8%)
don’t know/refuse to answer this question.

A larger part of Georgians in Kvemo Kartli (45.3%) refuse or have difficulty answering
this question. However, in this group, too, hope for the European Union (25.8%) is more
or less pronounced. Here, as in Samegrelo, they have less hope for America (5.5%) and
NATO (8.5%).

In summary, if we take the total numbers of all groups, the European Union is a clear leader
(31.3%), followed by the USA (13.0%) and NATO (8.6%). It can be said that the respondents have
less hope for Russia (4.5%), and this modest indicator is largely determined by Samtskhe-

Javakheti Armenians. It is especially noteworthy that the indicator of the US among Azerbaijanis

is almost zero, and NATO is miserable.
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Table 20.
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United Nations 43 12 0.5 1.5 3.8 3.3
European Union 233 20 25.3 403 53.3 25.8
NATO 14.8 2 103 12 43 8.5
USA 31.3 0.8 15.8 15.3 9.5 5.5
Russia 15 2.3 2.5 35 1.8 1.8
Germany 13 - 25 2 - 15
Turkey - 35.3 45 2 0.3 3
All except Russia ) B B 03 B B
Ukraine - - - - - 0.3
A little bit will help
- - - - - 0.3
us all
Red Cross - 3.5 - - - 0.3
None - - 3.8 5.5 0.5 5.8
Don’t know/refuse to
answer 10.3 24.3 35.0 17.8 26.8 443
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Chapter Four: Interest in Politics and Trust in Institutions

As part of the research, target groups assessed their interest in the political processes and

institutions in Georgia. Respondents could assess how they are interested in Georgian politics

(interested/somewhat interested vs. Not interested/not interested at all). As it turned out, in all

surveyed groups, the number of those who were indifferent to Georgian politics far or

significantly exceeded the number of those who were interested.

>

The vast majority of ethnic Armenian respondents surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti
(67.8%) do not express interest in political processes. Every fourth (24.6%) is even more
categorical in this regard and states that they are not interested in politics at all.

Among ethnic Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli, interest in this regard is even lower
- 71.7% are not interested (among them 30.3% are not interested at all). This group is the
leader in the deficit of interest.

Among Muslims and Christians of Adjara, the deficit of interest is relatively low (59.5%
and 53.5%, respectively), although here too the indicator of political indifference exceeds
50%. The interest of Christians in Georgian politics is record high among all surveyed
groups (45.5%). This figure is relatively low among Muslims (38.3%).

In Samegrelo, on the contrary, interest in politics is very low and approaches the level of
Azerbaijanis - 70.6% declare that they are not interested. 30.0% express interest here, and
only 3.8% are very interested, which is also an anti-record.

Among Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli, a significant number of respondents express
interest in politics (43.3%). However, more than half of the respondents (56.3%) indicate

a lack of interest in politics.

Figure 19.

How interested or uninterested are you in the political processes in
Georgia?
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The survey asked respondents to indicate how much they trust specific institutions (complete or

somewhat trust vs. complete or somewhat distrust). The results of the survey are as follows:

» The vast majority of ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti express trust in
the Georgian army (82.8%), followed by the clergy of the Armenian Church (74.1%) and
the Georgian parliament (73.3%).

» Ethnic Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli have equally high trust in Muslim clergy
(79.4%) and the Georgian army (79.3%).

» Muslims of Adjara also express special trust, similarly, towards the Georgian army (65.5%)
and Muslim clergy (67.3%).

» Georgian Christians living in Adjara clearly trust Orthodox clergy (71.3%) and the army
(70%).

» In Samegrelo, the overwhelming majority of respondents still trust the army (78.3%) and
Orthodox clergy (75.3%).

» Similarly, the vast majority of the Georgian population of Kvemo Kartli express trust in
the army (88.3%) and Orthodox Christian clergy (78.3%).

The indicator of non-governmental organizations is interesting. The total indicator of all groups
here is positive: 39% trust, 34.6% do not trust. The highest level of trust is clearly in Samegrelo
(56.8%), followed by Adjara Christians (41.8%). The indicator of trust is lowest among Adjara
Muslims (29.3%) and Kvemo Kartli Georgians (40.3%).

Correlation analysis showed the connection of this variable with gender in the Samtskhe-
Javakheti and Adjara groups. If among Armenians and Adjara Christians, women trust non-
governmental organizations more than men, the opposite picture is observed among Adjara

Muslims.

There is a big difference in the attitude towards Georgian courts. Armenians (69.3%) and
Azerbaijanis (60.1%) trust them the most. This indicator is significantly lower among ethnic

Georgian respondents.
Correlation analysis showed a direct relationship between this variable and the level of education

of the respondent in Adjara (among Christians and Muslims) and among Azerbaijanis - here, those

with higher education trust NGOs the most.
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Table 21.

How do you trust these institutions?

Armenians (%)

Azerbaijanis (%)

Adjara Muslims (%)

Adjara Christians (%)

g
‘Bb
8
&
)
g
<

Don'’t trust at all 115 10.5 16.3 16.8 13.8 323
Somewhat don’t trust 21.5 24.0 15.5 34.8 50.0 19.3
President of Georgia
Somewhat trust 49.8 44.0 39.3 34.8 21.8 25.8
Completely trust 10.5 6.5 83 5.0 1.3 6.8
Don't know/refuse to 6.8 15.1 208 8.8 13.3 16.3
answer
Don’t trust at all 7.5 8.3 15.8 16.8 145 16.8
Somewhat don’t trust 21.8 25.8 17.3 343 44.3 14.8
Prime-minister of Georgia
Somewhat trust 46.0 38.0 34.8 31.5 22.3 35.8
Completely trust 15.8 5.5 8.3 53 2.8 10.8
Don't know/refuse to 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9 08 08
answer
Don’t trust at all 5.0 6.5 15.0 16.8 16.3 22.8
Somewhat don’t trust 14.3 20.5 27.3 44.3 47.0 26.3
Georgian Parliament
Somewhat trust 61.8 50.5 31.3 27.5 23.5 28.5
Completely trust 11.5 9.3 8.0 3.0 25 8.0
A 9.2 8.6 8.1 9.1 8.8 85
answer
Don’t trust at all 35 4.5 9.75 4.75 2.75 4.0
Somewhat don’t trust 9.0 10.3 6.8 17.0 15.3 4.0
Georgian Army
Somewhat trust 50.8 51.3 47.8 47.8 51.5 40.5
Completely trust 32.0 28.0 17.8 22.3 26.8 47.8
RO 9.4 9.3 8.1 9.1 95 95
answer
Don’t trust at all 5.0 45 9.3 75 1.8 85
Orthodox Christian clergy Somewhat don’t trust 13.5 16.3 9.8 14.8 16.0 9.0
Somewhat trust 38.8 26.3 22.8 48.5 58.3 49.0
Completely trust 21.3 5.5 9.3 22.8 17.0 29.3
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Don’t know/refuse to

7.8 5.2 5.0 9.3 9.2 95
answer
Don’t trust at all N/A 4.3 7.3 N/A N/A N/A
Somewhat don’t trust N/A 10.0 83 N/A N/A N/A
Muslim clergy
Somewhat trust N/A 479 43.8 N/A N/A N/A
Completely trust N/A 31.6 23.5 N/A N/A N/A
UL S N/A 9.27 8.18 N/A N/A N/A
answer
Don’t trust at all 7.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Somewhat don’t trust 10.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Armenian Church clergy
Somewhat trust 34.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Completely trust 39.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Don't know/refuse to 9.1 NA | NA NA | NA N/A
answer
Don’t trust at all
5.5 3.0 13.8 13.8 6.3 225
Somewhat don’t trust
19.5 10.5 21.5 37.3 39.3 17.5
Georgian courts
Somewhat trust 49.0 455 15.3 28.0 33.8 35.3
Completely trust 20.3 15,5 6.5 43 2.0 6.3
Don’t know/refuse to
BRI 9.3 7.4 5.6 8.2 8.0 8.1
Don’t trust at all
125 45 13.0 10.8 7.8 22.0
Somewhat don’t trust
36.8 15.8 16.5 30.8 41.3 20.5
Georgian journalists SomRETIItAG
34.8 38.3 42.0 48.0 34.8 425
Completely trust
8.3 9.0 43 3.8 2.3 6.3
Don’t know/refuse to
answer 9.1 6.7 7.5 9.2 8.5 9.0
Don’t trust at all
12.3 5.3 13.8 15.0 45 29.5
Somewhat don't trust 305 165 19.8 30.8 25.0 15.0
Georgian NGOs
Somewhat trust 30.3 35.0 25.0 39.3 50.0 27.5
Completely trust 6.0 45 43 25 6.8 2.8
Don’t know/refuse to
answer 7.8 6.0 6.2 8.7 85 74

Respondents were asked to express their views on democratic governance. They were offered

three statements: a) “Democracy is better than all other political systems”; b) “In some cases,

undemocratic government is better than democratic government”; c) “For someone like me, it
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doesn’t matter what kind of government we have.” Respondents were asked to choose only one

answer they most agreed with. The survey results are as follows:

» The statement “Democracy is better than all other political systems” was closest to ethnic
Georgian respondents, which was especially important for Christians living in Adjara
(86.5%) (Muslims of Adjara - 75.5%; Samegrelo - 69.5%; Georgians of Kvemo Kartli -
64.5%).

» Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti are more likely to agree with the opinion that
“for a person like me, it doesn’t matter what kind of government we have” (48.3%).

» Among Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli, an equal number (31.8%) support the

advantage of democratic governance and indifference to the political regime.

Figure 20.

Which of these statements you most agree with?
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Chapter Five: Attitudes towards international conflicts

In this chapter, we examined attitudes toward two international conflicts, the first being the

Russo-Ukrainian war, which has had a major impact on Georgia. The second is the Israeli-Hamas

conflict, which is also being actively discussed, especially among the Muslim population. In

addition, these conflicts serve as indicators that allow us to study the tendency toward radicalism

and the dichotomy of pro-Western-pro-Russian sentiments.

First, the survey participants were asked to express their opinion on the extent to which the

Georgian government is supporting Ukraine.

» The vast majority of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti (83.1%) consider the

support that the Georgian government shows towards Ukraine to be sufficient.

» For the Azerbaijani population of Kvemo Kartli, the support towards Ukraine is mostly
sufficient (43.5%), although every third (33.3%) thinks that it is not sufficient.
» The majority of Adjara Muslims (60.3%) indicate that the Georgian government provides

sufficient support to Ukraine. The position of the clear majority of Christians living in
Adjara is similar (69.3%).
» More than half of respondents in Samegrelo (56.3%) and the clear majority of the

Georgian population in Kvemo Kartli (76.8%) believe that the Georgian government

provides sufficient support to Ukraine. However, almost 30% of respondents in Samegrelo

hold the opposite position.

Figure 21.

In your opinion, how sufficient is the Georgian government's support

towards Ukraine?
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If we summarize the data for all groups, it can be seen that almost two-thirds (64.9%) consider the
assistance to Ukraine to be completely (27.7%) or somewhat (37.2%) sufficient. Almost a quarter

(23.4%) holds the opposite opinion.

As part of the survey, respondents expressed their positions on who would win the Russo-

Ukrainian war. The respondents' responses are as follows:

» A larger proportion of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti (37.3%) indicate that
there will be no winner in the Russo-Ukrainian war. However, about a third (31.3%)
think that Ukraine will win in this war, while more than a fifth predict a Russian victory
(20.5%).

» Almost half of ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli predict Russian victory (47.5%),
and only less than a tenth think that Ukraine will win (9.8%). On the other hand, every
fourth person in this group (25.0%) is sure that there will be no winner in the Russo-
Ukrainian war.

> In contrast, every second (49.5%) of the Adjara Muslims group predicts a victory for
Ukraine in the war, while less than a quarter (23.8%) believe that this war will have no
winner. 11.5% talk about a victory for Russia.

» Similarly, a larger part of Adjara Christians (40.3%) bets on a victory for Ukraine; about a
quarter (23.3%) of this group also thinks that the Russo-Ukrainian war will have no
winner.

» In Samegrelo, the majority of respondents (55.8%) believe that this war will have no
winner; more than a third of Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli (36.5%) express a similar
position. In this group, the share of those who don’t know/refuse to answer this question
is the highest (almost 26.8%).%

If we take the total numbers of all groups, the largest part of the respondents (33.6%) states that
there will be no winner in this war. 28.1% predict a victory for Ukraine, and 19.8% for Russia. It
is noteworthy that Azerbaijanis are the only group among the respondents where the indicator

for Russia exceeds that of Ukraine.

During the focus group sessions held in Marneuli, we tried to find out why the Azerbaijani
community of Kvemo Kartli is so skeptical about Ukraine’s chances of winning the war. “The
majority here think that Russia will win the war. It may last 20 years and the Russians will still
win.”? “Support for Europe has decreased because many are afraid that the same thing will
happen here as in Ukraine. The government’s rhetoric on this issue works well.”?” “The LGBT

issue is relevant here, and that is why many oppose Europe. However, more is afraid of war."? "I

% "Not many people in Samegrelo say that Putin is right, but there are many more who say that ‘America
abandoned Ukraine’, Zelensky must be punished for what he did to Ukraine’. I feel sorry for Ukraine, but it
will lose. Many (Putinists) are cynically exclaiming now, ‘Well, what is happening in Ukraine? Did Russia
win?”" Interview. Zugdidi.

% Focus group. Azerbajjani womenn.

%7 Interview. Marneull.

% Focus group. Azerbajjani men.
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believe that Ukraine will be able to maintain its independence."” "Those who support Russia

watch Russian TV channels, those who watch Azerbaijani and Turkish channels are on the side of

Ukraine."30
Figure 22.
Who do you think will win in the Russo-Ukrainian war??
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%
31.5%
Armenians 37.3%
. (o]
0,
Azerbaijanis A 47.5%
17.8% '
49.5%
Adjara Muslims 23.8%
. 0
40.3%
Adjara Christians 23.3%
5%

| m 18.3%
Samegrelo o,
22.3% >5-8%

I 155
Kvemo Kartli Georgians 36.5%
. (]

W Ukraine M Russia M There will be no winner in this war. Don't know/refuse to answer

Regarding the conflict between Israel and Hamas, respondents were first asked to determine

which side justice stands on.

>

A\

Among ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, there are two relatively clear
positions: a) one part (31.8%) thinks that there is no justice on either side, and b) the
other part (29.8%) thinks that Israel is right in this conflict.

The majority of Azerbaijanis in Kvemo Kartli (45.3%) don’t know/refuse to answer the
question, 27.3% think that both sides have their share of justice. It is noteworthy that
every fifth respondent in this group (21.0%) points that justice is on Hamas’ side. Here
too, Azerbaijanis are the only target group where the Hamas indicator exceeds that of
Israel.

Adjara Muslims mostly refuse to answer (44.6%), although a significant part (27.0%)
believes that justice is on the side of Israel. Paradoxically, Hamas has a record low figure
here (0.8%).

More than half of Adjara Christians (51.8%) believe that justice is on the side of Israel.
About a third of respondents in Samegrelo (31.3%) believe that justice is on neither side,
the same number do not/cannot answer this question, and 28.0% see justice on the side of

Israel.

# Ibid.

30 [nterview. Marneull.
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>

The leading position among the Georgian population of Kvemo Kartli is that justice in this
conflict is on the side of Israel (35.0%). However, it is worth noting that about a third

(31.0%) doesn’t know/refuses not answer the question.

The target groups of the study also determined who Georgia should support in the Israel-Hamas
conflict.

>

The leading position in the Armenian community of Samtskhe-Javakheti is that Georgia
should not take sides in the conflict (48.3%). However, at least every fourth (26.4%)
indicates support for Israel.

The majority of Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli also believe that Georgia should
not support either Israel or Hamas (44.5%), although the share of supporters of Hamas is
not insignificant (17.0%).

Adjara Muslims also express more neutrality towards the parties involved in the conflict
(36.3%); however, about a quarter (22.5%) are in favor of supporting Israel. Here too,
there is the same paradox as in the previous question - the share of Hamas supporters
among Adjara Muslims is record low (0.3%).

In the case of Adjara Christians, the indicators of support for neither side (41.3%) and
support for Israel (43.8%) are almost equal.

In Samegrelo, the dominant position is that Georgia should not take sides with either side
(41.3%). However, a significant number (28.3%) express support for Israel.

Like Samegrelo, half of the Georgian population in Kvemo Kartli still supports non-
alignment (49.5%), although about 30.0% are in favor of taking the side of Israel.

Figure 23.
In your opinion, on which side of the conflict between Israel and Hamas is
justice?
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Figure 24.

Who should Georgia support in the Israel-Hamas conflict?
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Respondents were asked to rate on a 5-point scale those people who protest Israel's military

operations in the Gaza Strip, participate in pro-Hamas activities (e.g., rallies/demonstrations)

against Israel; and those who participate in pro-Israel activities (e.g., rallies/demonstrations)

against Hamas (1 meant minimal support, and 5 meant very high support).

>

Armenians from Samtskhe-Javakheti generally have a neutral opinion of both people who
protest Israel’s military operations in the Gaza Strip (38.3%) and participate in Hamas-
supporting activities (38.8%), as well as people who engage in pro-Israeli activities
(42.3%).

Azerbaijanis from Kvemo Kartli restrain from assessing both Hamas and Israel-supporting
activities, although this is especially pronounced towards people who participate in pro-
Israeli activities (68.3%).

Adjara Muslims mostly don’t know/refuse to evaluate people who protest Israel's actions
in the Gaza Strip (47.8%) or participate in Hamas-supporting activities (43.3%). However,
people who engage in Hamas-supporting activities are relatively negatively evaluated
(22.8%), while people who engage in Israel-supporting activities are positively evaluated
(28.5%).

Adjara Christians evaluate people who engage in Hamas-supporting activities most
negatively (43.8%), while those who engage in Israel-supporting activities are positively
evaluated (41%).

Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli have a relatively negative view of people
who participate in activities supporting Hamas (Samegrelo: 38.6%, Kvemo Kartli: 28.6%),
and a positive view of people who are involved in activities supporting Israel (Samegrelo:
31.3%, Kvemo Kartli: 21.5%).
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Table 22.

How do you assess people who participate

in...

Armenians (%)

Azerbaijanis (%)

Adjara Muslims (%)

S
w
g
g
=
=
O
]
8
]
<

Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Negatively 15.3 1.0 125 23.0 21.0 13.8
Somewhat 6.0 13 103 838 118 638
negatively
Protests against Israel’s military Ne.zither
action in Gaza strip negat{v?ly nor 38.3 145 25.8 33.3 28.3 23.3
positively
Somexwhat 45 43 238 85 23 438
positively
Positively 3.8 17.8 1.0 4.0 1.0 4.0
Don’t
know/refuse to 323 61.3 47.8 225 35.8 475
answer
Negatively 14.0 15 14.5 343 223 20.3
Somewhat 108 20 148 95 163 83
negatively
Neither
negatively nor 38.8 13.3 26.3 32.0 26.0 215
Pro-Hamas rallies positively
Somewhat 18 15 10 28 13 13
positively
Positively 0.5 16.5 0.3 13 - 0.5
Don’t
know/refuse to 34.3 65.3 433 20.3 343 48.3
answer
Negatively 5.5 13.0 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.5
Somewhat 18 23 03 03 15 08
negatively
Neither
Pro-Israel rallies negatively nor 423 13.0 275 39.5 30.3 26.8
positively
Somexwhat 9.3 20 15.8 145 148 45
positively
Positively 8.8 1.5 12.8 26.5 16.5 17.0
Don’t
know/refuse to 325 68.3 43.5 18.3 36.8 50.5
answer
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Representatives of the target groups also answered questions about whether support for Hamas

should increase against Israel; or for Israel against Hamas. The respondents' answers were

distributed as follows:

>

The majority of the Armenian community of Samtskhe-Javakheti (56.0%) is against
increasing Hamas support against Israel. In addition, more than a third of this group
(36.3%) does not welcome support for Israel either. It is worth noting that a significant
part (about 40%) doesn’t know/refuses to answer the question.

The majority of Azerbaijanis of Kvemo Kartli refuse/refrain from expressing their opinion
on support for both Hamas (57.8%) and Israel (57.5%).

More than half of Adjara Muslims (52.3%) do not agree with increasing support for
Hamas, and in the case of Israel, most refuse/refrain from answering (46.5%).

A clear majority of Adjara Christians do not agree with increasing support for Hamas
(78.3%), while more than half (54.0%) are in favor of increasing support for Israel.

The majority of respondents in Samegrelo (59.0%) do not agree with increasing support
for Hamas. In addition, the majority of them (45.8%) refuse/cannot express their position
regarding Israel.

For ethnic Georgian residents of Kvemo Kartli, increasing support for Hamas is
unacceptable (58.3%); however, more than a third (36.5%) do not agree with increasing
support for Israel either. The share of those who do not exprress their position regarding

Israel or refuse to answer is high (41.0%).

Figure 25.

Kvemo Kartli Georgians

In your opinion, should support for Hamas against Israel increase?
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Figure 26.

In your opinion, should support for Israel against Hamas increase?
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Chapter Six: Attitudes towards various social and political issues

As part of the research, a hypothetical question was asked regarding real estate inheritance -

"Who should inherit the property - a girl or a boy?"

» The majority of ethnic Armenians in Samtskhe-Javakheti (60.5%) believe that property
should be divided equally between boys and girls.

» Ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli generally recognize the advantage of boys
when transferring property (60.3%).

» More than half of Georgian Muslims living in Adjara also indicate the advantage of boys
(53%) when distributing property. A clear majority of Georgian Christians living in
Adjara (68.8%) speak of equal property rights for boys and girls.

» In the case of Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli, a tendency towards equal
distribution of property between boys and girls is also evident, however, this is more
emphasized by Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli (64.3%), compared to those surveyed in
Samegrelo (54.3%).

Correlation analysis exposed a statistically significant relationship between this variable and the
respondent's gender in the group of Adjara Christians and those surveyed in Samegrelo, where
women are more likely to favor an equal distribution of property than the surveyed men. In
particular, this indicator among Christian women in Adjara is 75.0%, while among men it is only
60.8%. The figures for Samegrelo are 60.0% and 46.9%, respectively. Also, in the clusters of
Azerbaijanis, Adjara Muslims and Samegrelo Georgians, a clear relationship with the respondent's
age was revealed - in these regions, the younger the respondent is, the more often he or she states
that property should be divided equally. The contrast is especially great in Samegrelo - while
73.4% of young people (18-34 years old) think so, among older respondents (55+ years old) this
indicator is exactly half as high (36.7%). In terms of education, it was found that among surveyed
Muslims (Adjara and Kvemo Kartli), the higher the education level, the greater the likelihood that

the respondent is in favor of equal division of property.

Participants in focus group sessions in Zugdidi said that opinions on this issue have been changing
very rapidly in recent years. “The practice of distributing property, which used to be the case, has
now changed and is now more often co-ownership. It is a step forward that this issue [equal
division of property] is now being discussed and was not discussed at all before. Here, in
Samegrelo, there is a cult of man and this is not surprising. I know that the situation in Thbilisi is

not the same as in Samegrelo.”!

As part of the research, target groups assessed the threats to democracy, human rights, traditions,

religion, and the purity of the family in Georgia.

31 Focus group. Samegrelo. Women.
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» The vast majority of ethnic Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti do not see any
threat to any of the above aspects, including their own faith (89.5% say that the Armenian

faith is not under threat).
Figure 27.

Who should inherit the property - a girl or a boy?
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» The situation is radically different among ethnic Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli.
Here, the answers to many questions are more positive than negative. The majority think
that Islam is under threat (49.4%), followed in decreasing order by the purity of the
family (48.8%), democracy (40.8%), and Georgian traditions (40.0%).

» A similar picture is found among Muslims in Adjara. Here too, a significant part sees
challenges in almost all areas. However, a particular problem for them is the preservation
of Georgian traditions (50.0%). Adjara Christians also draw attention to threats in almost
all areas. However, they think that Orthodox Christianity is the only one that more than
half of this group (53.0%) does see under threat. The increased threat, in this case too, is
mainly related to the preservation of Georgian traditions (56.3%).

» The majority of respondents in Samegrelo, like Armenians, do not indicate the existence
of threats in any direction, although they consider Orthodox Christianity (64.5%) and
human rights (64.3%) to be especially safe. For the larger portion of Georgians surveyed in
Kvemo Kartli, threats exist in all areas, although the majority (56.3%) single out Georgian

traditions in this regard.

In total, it can be said that respondents from all four regions think that Georgian traditions
(42.0%) and the purity of the family (41.3%) are at the greatest risk, while Orthodox Christianity
(35.0%) and democracy (35.5%) are at the least risk. There is a striking difference, on the one
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hand, between those surveyed in Samegrelo and Samtskhe-Javakheti and the other three groups.
If the first group, especially the Armenians, do not see any threat in any of the points, the feeling
of danger is more pronounced in the other three groups.

Table 23.

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)

Is there currently a threat to
... in Georgia?

Adjara Muslims (%)
Adjara Christians (%)

S
1]
8
£
S
:
g

Not under threat 84.0 38.3 42.0 445 61.3 42.0
Democracy Under threat 13.3 40.8 40.0 47.8 26.3 44.8
LSO S 28 20.1 180 7.8 125 133
to answer
Not under threat 87.3 45.3 36.5 43.0 64.3 43.5
. Under threat 10.5 423 455 53.3 25.3 51.5
Human rights
Don't know/refuse 23 10.3 18.0 38 10.6 5.0
to answer
Not under threat 89.8 33.0 37.3 41.0 49.5 39.8
. . Under threat 8.0 40.0 50.0 56.3 42.0 56.0
Georgian traditions
LSO S 23 27.1 12.8 28 8.6 43
to answer
Not under threat 91.3 33.3 33.5 53.0 64.5 46.5
Under threat 6.8 37.8 413 455 29.8 49.0
Orthodox Christianity e
LRSS 21 29.1 253 15 5.8 46
to answer
Not under threat 88.8 37.5 39.0 48.5 53.8 43.3
. . Under threat 95 48.8 47.3 49.5 40.5 52.0
Family purity
LB SIS 18 138 138 2.0 5.8 48
to answer
Not under threat - 43.9 - - - -
Islam® Under threat - 49.4 - - - -
Don’t know/refuse } 638 } } ) )
to answer ’
Not under threat 89.5 - - - - -
Armenian faith3 Under threat 8.8 - - - - -
Don’t know/refuse 18 ) ) ) ) )

to answer

32 The question was asked only to ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Kvemo Kartli.
3 The question was asked only to ethnic Armenians living in Samtskhe-Javakheti.
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Chapter Seven: Media and sources of information

In this block, the main focus was on the languages in which target groups receive information
about current events in Georgia and the world. As the survey results showed, respondents receive

information both about Georgia and world in their own mother tongue.

» The majority of the Armenian community living in Samtskhe-Javakheti follow events in
Georgia and the world in the Armenian language (Georgia - 64.3%; World - 64.3%),
followed by Georgian (Georgia - 22%; World - 21.5%) and Russian (Georgia - 13.8%;
World - 14.3%).

» [ The majority of ethnic Azerbaijanis surveyed in Kvemo Kartli receive information about
Georgia and the world in Azerbaijani (Georgia - 67.8%; World - 69.8%), while a small
part - in Georgian (Georgia - 10.5%; World - 8.5%) and Russian (Georgia - 7.5%; World -
6.5%).

» The vast majority of Adjara Muslims receive information about events in Georgia and the
world in Georgian (Georgia - 97.3%; World - 96.5%).

» Similarly, the vast majority of Christians in Adjara (Georgia - 97.5%; World - 95.5%),
Georgians living in Samegrelo (Georgia - 98.3%; World - 98%), and ethnic Georgians in

Kvemo Kartli (Georgia - 95%; World - 85%) receive information in Georgian.

It is noteworthy that only representatives of ethnic minorities receive information in Russian to a
greater or lesser extent, while among ethnic Georgians the share of those receiving information in
Russian is negligible. It is noteworthy that the number of people who receive information in

English is even smaller.

Table 24.

In what language do you mainly receive
information about...?

g
:
=
:
<

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Carrent socio. | B 220 105 973 975 983 95.0
political events | Azerbaijani B 67.8 ] 03 ] 0
in Georgia -
Armenian 64.3 _ _ _ B B
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Russian 13.8 73 - 0.8 03 13
Turkish - 15 - - - -
English - - 0.3 05 - 0.3
Not receiving
information at all - 0.3 0.8 0.3 - -
Don’t know

- 5.3 1.8 0.8 1.5 0.8
Refuse to answer - 7.5 - - - 1.8
Georgian 21.5 8.5 96.5 95.5 98.0 85.0
Azerbaijani - 69.8 - - - 1.0
Armenian 64.3 - - - - _
Russian 14.3 6.5 - 15 0.8 4.0
Turkish _ 1.0 _ _ _ -

Current socio- )
political events | English - 0.5 0.3 1.8 - 35
in the world Not receiving

information at all - 0.3 0.8 0.3 - -
Don’t know

- 6.8 2.3 1.0 1.3 4.0
Refuse to answer - 6.8 03 - - 25

As part of the survey, respondents were asked to indicate how often they receive information

about specific countries/organizations through various media outlets.

>

The majority of Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti most often (almost every day
or several times a week) receive information about Armenia (69.6%) and Georgia (63.5%).
The majority of Azerbaijanis receive information about Georgia (80.6%) and Azerbaijan
(74.6%) almost every day or several times a week, followed by Turkey (54.1%), Ukraine
(45.3%) and Russia (39%).

Adjara Muslims most often (almost every day or several times a week) receive information
about Georgia (81.5%), followed by Ukraine (41%).

Similarly, Adjara Christians receive information about Georgia (73.5%) and Ukraine
(45.5%) every day or several times a week.

The vast majority of respondents in Samegrelo receive information most often (every day
or several times a week) about Georgia (94%), followed by Ukraine (42.5%).

The majority of Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli receive information first about Georgia
(89.3%) and then about Ukraine (60.8%).

It is striking that ethnic Georgians, unlike ethnic minorities, receive information about Ukraine in

addition to Georgia. Moreover, if we take the total figure for all groups, a larger part of the

respondents receives information about Russia every day or several times a week (29.6%) than

about Europe (21.4%) and the USA (19.5%). The intensity of receiving information about the

structures of the European Union and NATO (every day or several times a week) is even lower -
17.0% and 16.6%, respectively.
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Table 25.

How often do you receive information about the

following countries/organizations through various

media outlets?

Armenians (%)

Azerbaijanis (%)

Adjara Muslims (%)

Adjara Christians (%)

3
"Bb
g
3
Q
8
2

Almost everyday
48.3 60.3 66.8 53.5 76.3 80.5
Several times a week
15.3 20.3 14.8 20.0 17.8 8.8
At least once in a week
17.0 10.5 10.0 19.3 3.8 6.5
At least once in a month
12.0 35 15 43 - 13
Georgia
More rarely
6.3 3.0 0.8 15 15 0.8
I don't receive/follow the
1.0 25 1.8 0.5 0.8 0.8
news
Don’t know
- - 4.5 1.0 - 0.5
Refuse to answer
0.3 - - - - 1.0
Almost everyday
9.0 21.3 21.0 26.0 28.0 38.3
Several times a week
29.3 24.0 20.0 19.5 14.5 225
At least once in a week
15.8 17.5 14.3 23.8 19.0 17.5
At least once in a month
11.8 8.3 10.3 6.8 13.8 7.5
Ukraine
More rarely
12.3 11.0 6.0 8.8 11.5 5.3
I don't receive/follow the
18.0 17.8 20.3 12.3 11.0 5.0
news
Don’t know
2.8 0.3 83 2.8 2.3 25
Refuse to answer
1.3 - - 0.3 - 1.5
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Almost everyday 33 57.8 13 11.3 1.0 16.8
Several times a week 3.0 26.8 33 7.3 12.5 15.0
At least once in a week 10.0 11.0 9.8 16.3 9.8 12.0
At least once in a month
13.5 1.5 12.3 15.0 12.8 10.0
More rarely
Azerbaijan 18.5 0.3 35.3 24.5 34.0 7.3
I don't receive/follow the
news 28.3 25 28.3 22.8 29.8 16.0
Don’t know
15.0 0.3 10.0 2.8 0.3 15.8
Refuse to answer
85 - - 0.3 - 7.3
Almost everyda
e 46.3 4.3 1.3 11.0 0.8 15.3
Several times a week
23.3 9.3 25 6.8 12.3 125
At least once in a week 14.5 18.8 6.5 16.8 10.0 11.0
At least once in a month
10.3 9.3 12.3 15.0 12.3 8.8
A More rarely
4.5 7.8 38.8 23.3 33.8 10.0
I don't receive/follow the
05 32.8 28.8 24.3 30.8 18.3
news
Don’t know
- 2.0 10.0 2.8 0.3 16.0
Refuse to answer
0.8 16.0 - 0.3 - 8.3
Almost everyday
15.0 16.0 4.8 17.3 1.3 17.5
Several times a week
15.0 23.0 15.8 15.5 17.0 19.3
At least once in a week
22.3 31.3 20.8 24.0 12.3 17.5
At least once in a month
32,5 9.0 14.8 12.0 17.8 9.3
Russia
More rarely
115 6.8 13.8 13.8 33.3 8.8
I don't receive/follow the
2.3 13.0 21.3 145 185 12.0
news
Don’t know
0.3 0.3 8.8 2.8 - 11.3
Refuse to answer
1.3 0.8 0.3 0.3 - 45
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Almost everyday

3.3 35.3 1.8 11.5 1.0 12.8
wasEl i a veds 3.0 28.8 43 78 155 11.8
At least once in a week 11.0 225 155 215 7.3 13.0
At least once in a month 173 6.0 248 183 14.0 93
Turkey )
More rarely 18.0 2.0 20.0 20.0 35.3 10.8
! ive/foll h
[ don't receive/follow the 215 53 24.8 18.0 26.5 16.8
news
Don’t know 13.0 0.3 9.0 2.8 0.5 18.8
Refuse to answer 13.0 - - 0.3 - 7.0
Almost everyday 3.8 6.8 3.0 13.3 1.3 15.8
Several times a week 4.8 14.0 10.0 13.5 17.3 13.5
At least once in a week 18.5 24.3 22.8 23.8 17.0 19.0
At least once in a month 24.3 14.0 17.3 16.8 17.5 8.0
USA More rarely 165 13.0 15.8 16.0 27.0 9.0
; - h
I don't receive/follow the 19.8 243 22,0 13.8 19.8 135
news
Don’t know 5.8 2.3 9.3 2.8 0.3 15.8
Refuse to answer 6.8 15 - 0.3 - 5.5
Almost everyday 43 5.3 25 13.3 25 20.0
Several times a week 53 15.3 11.3 14.0 16.0 18.5
At least once in a week 18.8 27.3 21.3 25.8 17.3 19.0
At least once in a month 27.0 15.5 20.0 14.0 19.5 9.3
European Countries More rarely 14.3 10.0 14.8 16.5 24.3 7.3
! i 11 h
I don't receive/follow the 205 25 213 135 20.0 8.0
news
Don’t know 3.5 3.3 9.0 2.8 0.5 13.0
Refuse to answer 6.5 1.0 - 03 - 5.0
Almost everyday 3.8 3.8 2.8 13.3 2.5 14.8
Several times a week 3.8 8.0 12.3 12,5 13,5 11.0
At least once in a week 16.8 20.3 20.5 225 23.0 16.0
At least once in a month 26.5 15.3 17.0 13.0 22.3 12.0
EU bodies More rarely 138 16,5 125 193 228 10.0
[ don't receive/follow the 20.8 30.5 24.8 163 16.0 12.8
news
Don’t know 8.0 5.0 10.3 2.8 - 18.5
Refuse to answer 6.8 08 - 05 - 5.0
Almost everyday 35 3.8 25 12.0 50 12.8
Several times a week 4.0 7.0 11.0 13.0 16.3 8.8
At least once in a week 12.5 20.8 21.0 23.3 15.8 19.3
NATO At least once in a month 29.3 14.0 16.5 15.0 25.5 10.3
More rarely 14.3 17.3 155 18.0 21.0 11.3
! ive/foll h
I don't receive/follow the 215 2938 240 15.8 165 13.8
news
Don’t know 7.5 7.3 95 2.8 - 18.8
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Refuse to answer ‘ 75 ‘ 03 ‘ - ‘ 0.3 ‘ - ‘ 5.3 |

Participants in the survey named the sources through which they mainly receive information

about current socio-political events in Georgia and the world.

» For Armenians surveyed in Samtskhe-Javakheti, the main sources of information about
current events in Georgia and the world are social media (Georgia - 27.2%; World -
27.8%), Armenian media outlets (Georgia - 24.6%; World - 23.8%) and Georgian TV
channels (Georgia - 21.0%; World - 21.2%).

» For Azerbaijanis in Kvemo Kartli, the main source of information is Azerbaijani media
outlets (Georgia - 35.6%; World - 34.6%), followed by Georgian TV channels (Georgia -
19.8%; World - 19.4%) and social media (Georgia - 14.2%; World - 16.5%).

» For the majority of Muslims in Adjara, the main source of information about current
events in Georgia and the world is Georgian TV channels (Georgia - 78.9%; World -
76.9%). Next, comes social media at a great distance (Georgia - 13.9%; World -14.5%).

» For every second Christian surveyed in Adjara, Georgian television channels are the
priority for obtaining information (Georgia - 51.2%; World - 52.4%), followed by social
media (Georgia - 37.5%; World - 36.5%).

» Similarly, the main sources of information in Samegrelo were identified as Georgian
television channels (Georgia - 65.3%; World - 68.6%) and then social media (Georgia -
31.4%; World - 28.1%).

» For Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli, the main sources of information are still Georgian
television channels (Georgia - 47.9%; World - 47.7%), followed by social media (Georgia -
31.2%; World - 30.4%).

Table 26.

From which sources do you mainly receive information

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)

about ... current socio-political events?

g
E
:
£

Adjara Christians (%)
Samegrelo (%)
Kvemo Kartli Georgians (%)

Georgian TV channel
21.0 19.8 78.9 51.2 65.3 47.9
. Georgian newspapers and
Georgia i 0.7 0.6 - 0.4 0.2 -
magazines
Georgian internet media
14 7.8 0.7 43 — 5.4
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Georgian radio channels
0.1 4.2 - - - 1.2
E Ameri di
uropean/American media o1 ) ) 02 i 07
outlets
Russian media outlets
12.9 1.4 - 0.9 - 0.5
Azerbaijani media outlets
- 35.6 - - - 0.3
Armenian media outlets
24.6 - - - - -
Turkish media outlets B 14 ~ 0.4 _ -
Social media 27.2 14.2 13.9 375 31.4 312
Informal sources (family
. 11.7 14.9 6.3 4.7 3.2 11.9
members, acquaintances)
Don’t know/refuse to answer 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.5 - 1.0
Georgian TV channel
212 19.4 76.9 52.4 68.6 47.7
Georgian newspapers and
. 0.7 0.8% 0.0 0.4 0.2 -
magazines
Georgian internet media
1.1 8.1 0.2 25 0.2 5.1
Georgian radio channels
0.4 22 0.2 - - 1.1
E ‘Ameri di
uropean/American media o1 02 ) 15 i 09
outlets
Russian media outlets
12.9 0.6 - 0.9 0.4 0.4
World fiani i
Azerbaijani media outlets ) 346 ) ) ) 05
Armenian media outlets
23.8 - - - - 0.4
Turkish media outlets
- 1.0 - 0.4 - 0.2
Social media
27.8 16.3 14.5 36.5 28.1 30.4
Informal sources (family
. 11.4 16.5 6.6 4.0 25 9.8
members, acquaintances)
Don’t know/refuse to answer
0.4 0.3 1.6 1.5 - 3.6

As for specific media outlets for obtaining information about current socio-political events in

Georgia and the world, the survey data is as follows:34

o Armenians
v' Among Georgian TV channels, preference is given to Imedi (Georgia - 42%; World -
37.%), followed by Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 26.5%; World - 24.7%).

34 Only the most frequently mentioned specific media outlets are listed.
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v' Among Armenian media outlets, attention was focused on Armenia 1 (Georgia - 58.2%;
World - 51.4%).

v" Among social media, Facebook stands out (Georgia - 77.6%; World - 66.8%); however,
Instagram (Georgia - 8.2%; World - 14.4%) and YouTube (Georgia - 5.6%; World - 9.4%)

are also mentioned.

o Azerbaijanis
v" Among Georgian TV channels, Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 37%; World - 32.8%) and Imedi
(Georgia - 24.4%; World - 31.1%) are mentioned more often.
v Among Azerbaijani media outlets, AzTV is mentioned (Georgia - 48%; World - 51.8%).
v" Among social media, Facebook is given the most preference (Georgia - 73.6%; World -
64.1%). YouTube is also mentioned (Georgia - 7.7%; World - 9.7%).

o Adjara Muslims
v Among Georgian television channels, they mainly name Imedi (Georgia - 51.7%; World -
50%). Then, with approximately equal frequency, come Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 18.5%;
World - 20.3%) and Mtavari Arkhi (Georgia - 18.5%; World - 18.3%).
v Among social media, they unequivocally single out Facebook (Georgia - 96.9%; World -
98.5%).

o Adjara Christians
v Among Georgian TV channels, they prefer Imedi (Georgia - 54.9%; World - 50.2%). In
this case, Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 15.5%; World - 18.1%) and Mtavari Arkhi (Georgia - 13%;
World - 15.5%) are also watched with approximately equal frequency.
v Among social media, Facebook is still the leader (Georgia - 95.7%; World - 92.7%).

o Samegrelo Georgians
v" Among Georgian TV channels, here too, attention is focused on Imedi (Georgia - 37.6%;
World - 31.2%) and Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 23.4%; World - 26.7%). Next come Mtavari
Arkhi (Georgia - 17.2%; World - 21.2%) and TV Pirveli (Georgia - 9.1%; World - 10.9%).
v Among social media, Facebook is still clearly dominant (Georgia - 98.9%; World - 88.4%)

o Kvemo Kartli Georgians
v From Georgian TV channels, the following are again highlighted: Imedi (Georgia - 35.9%;
World - 33.7%) and Rustavi 2 (Georgia - 25.9%; World - 26.5%). In third place is Mtavari
Arkhi (Georgia - 11.7%; World - 11%).
v From social media, again and again Facebook leads (Georgia - 80.4%; World - 66.1%),
however YouTube (Georgia - 10.6%; World - 17.3%) is also mentioned.

If we take the total indicator of all groups, the largest part of the respondents gets their
information from Imedi (Georgia - 43.0%; World - 40.0%), followed by Rustavi 2 (Georgia -
22.3%; World - 23.0%) and Mtavari Arkhi (Georgia - 16.0%; World - 18.1%). Correlation analysis
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showed a statistically reliable connection, on the one hand, between the gender of the respondent
and, on the other hand, between the ratings of Imedi and TV Pirveli. If Imedi is preferred by
women (59.8% women and 42.8% men), the opposite is true for TV Pirveli (3.2% women and

8.1% men).
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Chapter Eight: Index Variables and Correlations

Based on the survey data, three index variables were constructed:

e Tolerant- Undecided -Intolerant
e Modernist- Undecided-Traditionalist
e Pro-Western- Undecided -Pro-Russian

1. Tolerant - Undecided - Intolerant

One of the index variables developed within the framework of the study is related to the grouping
of respondents according to the degree of tolerance. The following three groups were
distinguished: tolerant, undecided, intolerant. Each group was defined according to the values of

the following variables:

Attitude towards people of a specific ethno-religious group. Respondents assessed how good
people they consider the majority of Christian Georgians, Ukrainians, Europeans, Americans,

Russians, Turks, Georgian Muslims, Armenians, Azerbaijanis and Chinese.

Table 27.
The first group of variables Completely/somewhat Completely/somewhat
agree disagree

Christian Georgians are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Ukrainians are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Europeans are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Americans are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Russians are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Turks are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Muslim Georgians are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Muslims are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Armenians are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Azerbaijanis are mostly good people 1-2 3-4
Chinese are mostly good people 1-2 3-4

Attitude towards a son’s/daughter’s decision to marry with a person of another
nationality/ethnicity/religion (European, Ukrainian, Russian, Turkish, Chinese, Armenian,

Azerbaijani, Muslim, Muslim Georgian, Georgian Christian).
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Table 28.

The second group of variables

Let's say you have a son/daughter who wants to marry...

Would try to
change his/her

decision

Wouldn’t try to
change his/her

decision

European

1

o

Ukrainian

Russian

Turk

Chinese

Armenian

Azerbaijani

Muslim

Muslim Georgian

Christian Georgian

— = === =] =] =

o|lo|Oo| OO |O|O| O

Who would you most likely not want as neighbors: a) people of a different nationality; b) people

of a different religion; c) foreigners from European countries who come to live in Georgia; d)

foreigners from Asian countries who come to live in Georgia; e) homosexuals; f) black people.

From the above three groups of variables, a tolerance index was created, based on the following

criteria: For the above two groups of variables, taking into account each respondent, the average

score of the answers given to the relevant questions was determined.

For the third variable, the answers given were categorized into two groups:

e Respondents who say that they would not want to have any of the six groups

(representatives of a different ethnicity/nationality, followers of a different religion,

people with different political views, foreigners from European countries, Asia and Russia

who come to live in Georgia) as neighbors are considered intolerant.

e Those who choose an answer not from these six categories, but from other options (e.g.,

criminals, drug addicts, etc.) are undecided.

e All other respondents are tolerant.

The average data calculated for all three groups of variables were summed, as a result of which

the range of the sum of the averages was determined; in particular, the sum of the averages was

placed in the range from 0.5 to 13. An increase in the data within this range implies a move

from tolerant to intolerant (0 points mean the most tolerant, and 20 points - the most

intolerant).

The resulting range was divided into three parts:
a. Tolerant = from 0 to 7 points inclusive;
b. Fluctuating = from 8 to 14 inclusive;

c. Intolerant = from 14 to 20.
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According to the tolerance index, respondents were distributed in each target group as follows:

Table 29.
Adj Samegrel Kvemo
ara egrelo
. Armenians Azerbaijanis Adjara _] . gr Kartli
Position . Christians Georgians .
(%) (%) Muslims (%) Georgians
(%) (%)
(%)
1 | Intolerant 29.3 25.9 16.7 28.0 53.5 27.3
2 | Undecided 49.3 46.1 60.0 55.5 29.8 46.2
3 | Tolerant 215 28.0 23.3 16.5 16.7 26.5

The table above shows that in the majority of target groups, undecideds numerically prevail both
tolerants and intolerants. The exception is Samegrelo, where intolerants represent the majority
(53.5%). It should be noted that the share of undecided respondents among the ethnic Georgian
population is high in Adjara, especially among Georgian Muslims (60.1%), slightly behind are
Adjara Christians (55.5%). Ethnic minorities display undecided attitudes almost equally
(Armenians - 49.3%; Azerbaijanis - 46.1%). As for tolerance, it is most common among ethnic
Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli (26.5%), and among ethnic non-Georgians - among Azerbaijanis
(28.0%). In addition, residents of Samegrelo (53.5%), as well as Armenians (29.3%), are primarily

characterized by intolerance.

Correlation analysis showed that there is a statistically significant relationship between the degree
of tolerance and socio-demographic characteristics such as gender, age, and economic situation of

families. This relationship was manifested in different ways in the target groups.

A statistically significant relationship between the degree of tolerance and gender was revealed
only among Adjara Muslims. In particular, among Georgian Muslims, intolerant people are
equally represented among women and men (women - 28.0%; men - 28.1%); on the other hand,
tolerant people are more likely to be found among men (22.2%) than women (11.9%). In addition,

the majority of women and men are Undecided (women - 77.9%; men - 78%):

Table 30.
Gender
Target group Position
Women men
Intolerant 28.0 28.1
Adjara Muslims Undecided 60.1 49.7
Tolerant 11.9 22.2

The dependence of the degree of tolerance on age groups/generations was found to be statistically

valid for Georgians living in Samegrelo and Kvemo Kartli. The older people (55 years and older)
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were found to be more intolerant than the middle (35-54 years) and young (18-34 years)
generations; however, in the case of the ethnic Georgian population, young people are more

tolerant compared to other generations. More specifically:

e In Samegrelo, the percentage of intolerant people recorded among the younger generation
is 40.0%, while this figure among the middle generation is 51.3%, and the older
generation is 61.7%. In addition, the younger generation is most tolerant (21.3%), and the
older generation is least tolerant (13%).

e Among Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli, at least every fourth representative of the older
generation is intolerant (26.3%), while the younger generation is still the most tolerant

(young generation 43%; middle generation 24.8%; older generation 19.7%).

Table 31.
Age (%)
Target group Position
18-34 years 35-54 55+ years

Intolerant 40.0 51.3 61.7

Samegrelo Georgians Undecided 38.7 30.3 25.3
Tolerant 213 18.4 13.0

Intolerant 17.7 32.7 26.3

Kvemo Kartli Georgians Undecided 39.2 424 53.9
Tolerant 43.0 24.8 19.7

A statistically significant relationship between the degree of tolerance and the level of economic
situation was revealed only among Georgians living in Kvemo Kartli. In particular, the highest
percentage of intolerant people (32.3%) is observed among respondents with low economic
situation. It is also worth noting that a larger proportion (36.8%) of those with high economic

situation are tolerant.

Table 32.
. Economic situation
Target group Position .
Low Average High
. Intolerant 32.3 27.5 23.0
Kvemo Kartli .
] Undecided 37.1 50.6 40.2
Georgians
Tolerant 30.6 21.9 36.8
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2. Modernist - undecided - traditionalist

At the data processing stage, a new index variable was created, based on which three groups were

distinguished: traditionalists, undecideds, modernists. The following questions from the

questionnaire were used to create the index variable:

Table 33.
Modernist Undecided Traditionalist
# Question
Response
1 Yes, often -1 Don’t know
Have you ever been ashamed of
G5 ) ) 3 No
being Georgian?
2 Yes, rarely -2 Refuse to answer
1 Having at least one
Georgian parent .
4 Being Orthodox
‘What is the most important thing 5 Considering . . Christian
. 2 Knowing Georgian
C6 | for a person to be considered himself/herself
. . language . .
Georgian? Georgian 6 Having Georgian
surname
3 Living in Georgia
permanently
1 Girl
Who should inherit the property - | 3 Should be divided | 4 Other
c9 ) 3 Boy
a girl or a boy? equally
-1 Don’t know
-2 Refuse to answer
Is there currently a threat to -1 Don’t know
C12 . . . . 0 No 1 Yes
Georgian traditions in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Is there currently a threat to -1 Don’t know
C13 . . 0 No 1 Yes
Orthodox Christianity in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Is there currently a threat to family -1 Don’t know
Cl4 Lo . 0 No 1 Yes
purity in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Which of these two opinions do 1 Completely agree .
) ) ] , . 3 Somewhat agree with
you agree with? with the first 5 Bdon’t agree with e
- the second opinion
opinion any of them
D21 | 1. Muslims in Georgia should be

given the opportunity to have
mosques and participate in religious

rituals.

2 Somewhat agree
with the first

opinion

-1 Don’t know

-2 Refuse to answer

4 Completely agree
with the second

opinion
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Modernist Undecided Traditionalist
# Question
Response
2. Building mosques for Muslims
and performing Muslim religious
rituals hinders harmony and unity
between Muslim and Christian
Georgians
. 1 Completely
Do you agree or disagree that you . , 3 Somewhat agree
. . disagree -1 Don’t know
D27 | traditions are being threatened by
-2 Refuse to answer
the USA? . 4 Completely agree
2 Somewhat disagree
. 1 Completely
Do you agree or disagree that you ) , 3 Somewhat agree
. . disagree -1 Don’t know
D29 | traditions are being threatened by
-2 Refuse to answer
the EU? . 4 Completely agree
2 Somewhat disagree
. 1 Completely
Do you agree or disagree that you . , 3 Somewhat agree
. . disagree -1 Don’t know
D30 | traditions are being threatened by
-2 Refuse to answer
Turkey? . 4 Completely agree
2 Somewhat disagree
What’s your attitude towards Turks
D33 | who plan to stay in Georgia for 1 Positive 2 Neutral 3 Negative
more than 3 months?
‘What’s your attitude towards
D34 | Russians who plan to stay in 1 Positive 2 Neutral 3 Negative
Georgia for more than 3 months?
What's your attitude towards
D35 | Ukrainians who plan to stay in 1 Positive 2 Neutral 3 Negative
Georgia for more than 3 months?
‘What’s your attitude towards
D36 | Europeans who plan to stay in 1 Positive 2 Neutral 3 Negative
Georgia for more than 3 months?
Should Turks who want to live in
Georgia have the right to obtain -1 Don’t know
D37 . . A 1 Yes 0 No
Georgian citizenship if they meet -2 Refuse to answer
all the relevant requirements?
Should Russians who want to live
in Georgia have the right to obtain -1 Don’t know
D38 . o o 1 Yes 0 No
Georgian citizenship if they meet -2 Refuse to answer
all the relevant requirements?
Should Ukrainians who want to
live in Georgia have the right to -1 Don’t know
D39 1 Yes 0 No

obtain Georgian citizenship if they

meet all the relevant requirements?

-2 Refuse to answer
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Modernist Undecided Traditionalist
# Question
Response
Should Europeans who want to live
in Georgia have the right to obtain -1 Don’t know
D40 . . L 1 Yes 0 No
Georgian citizenship if they meet -2 Refuse to answer
all the relevant requirements?
Should Turks have a right to -1 Don’t know
D42 ) . 1 Yes 0 No
purchase real estate in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Should Russians have a right to -1 Don’t know
D43 . . 1 Yes 0 No
purchase real estate in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Should Ukrainians have a right to -1 Don’t know
D44 . . 1 Yes 0 No
purchase real estate in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer
Should Europeans have a right to -1 Don’t know
D45 . . 1 Yes 0 No
purchase real estate in Georgia? -2 Refuse to answer

The index variable for modernist/traditionalist was created based on the mean score of the
responses to the relevant questions. Data analysis shows that the mean score falls within the range
of 1-2.95. In order to identify whether a respondent is a modernist, undecided, or traditionalist,

the range of the index variable was divided into three parts:
¢ Modernist: An individual whose average score falls within the range 1-1.65.
e Undecided: An individual whose average score falls within the range 1.65-2.3.

e Traditionalist: An individual whose average score falls within the range 2.3-2.95.

According to the Modernist/Traditionalist Index, respondents were distributed in each target group as

follows:
Table 34.
- < S g _ :
S s 1 g S g
P : s | i s | <
Position 3 2 s 5 & Es\j
: 2 3 ¢ :
o = Q
3 g X - 8
< 2 2
1| Modernist 2.0 0.5 18.0 16.8 11.8 26.3
2 | Undecided 80.5 745 81.0 79.8 82.3 71.0
3 | Traditionalist 175 25.0 1.0 35 6.0 2.8
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The table shows that, for all six target groups, the highest rate was recorded in the undecided
category. However, it is worth noting that the share of modernists among ethnic minorities is
negligible, while this rate reaches a much higher level among Adjara Muslims, a religious
minority. The ethnic Georgian group of Kvemo Kartli leads in terms of the number of

modernists.3®

Correlation analysis shows a reliable statistical relationship between the modernist/traditionalist
index and socio-demographic characteristics such as age groups/generations, educational

attainment, religiosity, and family economic situation.

The relationship between age groups and modernism is statistically reliable only in the case of the
Georgian population of Kvemo Kartli. Here it takes the form of a strong inverse correlation - that

is, the younger a person is, the more inclined they are to modernism and the less to

traditionalism.
Table 35.
. Age (%)
Target group Position
18-34 years 35-54 years 55+ years
Modernist 12.5 26.9 32.7
Kvemo Kartli ]
) Undecided 80.0 71.9 65.4
Georgian o .
Traditionalist 7.5 1.2 20

The relationship between modernist/traditionalist and educational attainment is statistically
significantly correlated only among Muslim Georgians living in Adjara. In this group, there are
more modernists among respondents with higher education than among those with secondary
technical and secondary education (higher education - 35.3%; secondary technical education -
16.7%; secondary education - 15.2%).

Table 36.
Education (%)
g 5 5 5y o
Ep.E5 el :
. SSEgEE§ 2% E § 5
Target group Position S ES awg g &g B =
Y o T & 2 < =R = o
o o g> 2L o 8 =93 O a9}
%3883 2 £ ES g
8- &g 8 3 A B E O <
o 9 4= g e= .0
2 g 5 g 5 i
e st -
Modernist 15.2 16.7 35.3
Adjara Muslims Undecided 84.1 83.3 60.8
Traditionalist 0.7 - 3.9

The relationship between the degree of modernism and religiosity was found to be statistically
reliable only for Georgians surveyed in Kvemo Kartli. In particular, in this group, a relatively high

rate of modernists was observed among irreligious respondents (30.1%), and a lower rate among

% The percentage of undecideds has increased sharply compared to 2020.
92



religious individuals (14.8%). Interestingly, among the Georgian population of Kvemo Kartli, the
share of undecideds is the highest (81.5%), compared to those with moderate religiosity (74.8%)
and the irreligious (66.2%).

Table 37.
Target group Position . Religiosity level .
Religious Moderate Irreligious
Modernist 14.8 244 30.1
Kvemo Kartli Georgian Undecided 81.5 74.8 66.2
Traditionalist 3.7 0.8 3.7

A statistically significant relationship between the index variable of modernist/traditionalist and
the respondent family economic situation was revealed only in the Georgian population of Kvemo
Kartli. In particular, the largest share of traditionalists (44.4%) was found in families with low
economic situation. In the case of families with average economic situation, this indicator is equal

to 24.7%, and among those with high opportunities - 17.8%:

Table 38.
... Economic Situation
Target group Position .
Low Average High
~ Modernist 444 24.7 17.8
Kvemo Kartli 5 ocided 5.6 721 78.9
Georgian o .
Traditionalist - 3.2 3.3

3. Pro-Western - Undecided - Pro-Russian

For statistical analysis of the data, a pro-Western-pro-Russian index variable was developed, in
which 3 groups were distinguished: pro-Westerners, undecideds, and pro-Russians. This index
variable was developed by calculating the average score of the answers given to the questions
listed below. According to the obtained averages (Mean), the answers were categorized into the
above-mentioned three groups. The table presents the position to which the individual answer

category for each question corresponds.

Table 39.
Questions Pro-Westerner Undecided Pro-Russian
* Response
Which is Georgia’s main -5 None
Cc1 | friend? Don’t name Russia | -1 Don’t know Russia
-2 Refuse to answer
Which is Georgia’s main -5 None

Names any country
except Russia

C2 enemy? Russia -1 Don’t know

-2 Refuse to answer

Which is the strongest 1 NATO -5 None

c5 country/union in terms of 2 USA

3 Russia

-1 Don’t know
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military power?

-2 Refuse to answer

Do you support Georgia’s

-1 Don’t know

D23 | accession to the EU? 1 Support 0 Don’t support
-2 Refuse to answer
Do you support Georgia’s -1 Don’t know ,
D24 1, ccession to NATO? 1 Support -2 Refuse to answer 0 Don’t support
Do you support Georgia’s -1 Don’t know
accession to the Eurasian
Union established by Russia? ,
D25 1 Don’t support 1 Support
-2 Refuse to answer
Should the government take -1 Don’t know
D26 | steps to open EU accession 1 Support 1 Don’t support
o -2 Refuse to answer
negotiations?
Do you agree or disagree that , 3 Somewhat
the deployment of US military 1 Completely agree | -1 Don't know disagree
D31 | bases will help ensure 4 Completely
Georgia’s security? 2 Somewhat agree -2 Refuse to answer disagree
To which country's market is -5 None
D32 |1t rzalistic to export Georgian | | {y countries -1 Don’t know 2 Russia
ts?
products -2 Refuse to answer
Which country /International | 1 United Nations -1 Don’t know
organization should we hope -2 Refuse to answer
for in ti
or in t'1mes. of gr(.eat 2 EU
hardship/tribulation?
D46. 3 NATO 5 Russia
4 USA
6 Germany

According to the statistical analysis of the data, the average score of the index variable is in the

range of 1.67-3.0. To identify whether a respondent has pro-Western values, is undecided, or has

pro-Russian sentiments, the range obtained for the index variable was divided into three parts:

If the average is <3 and >2.33, this corresponds to pro-Western.

If the average is <1.67, this corresponds to pro-Russian.

If the average is <2.33 and >1.67, this corresponds to undecided sentiment.

According to the pro-Western/pro-Russian index, the target groups were distributed as follows:
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Table 40.

Position

Kvemo Kartli

Samegrelo (%)
Georgians (%)

Armenians (%)
Azerbaijanis (%)
Adjara Muslims (%)

1 | Pro-Westerner 29.8 12.3 54.8 69.5 50.3

Undecided 68.5 86.5 433 295 475

Pl S
W/ in| | Adjara Christians (%)

3 | Pro-Russian 1.8 1.3 2.0

As can be seen from the table, there is a sharp difference in the pro-Western/pro-Russian index
between ethnic Georgians and non-Georgians. While the number of pro-Westerners prevails in
the former group, the category of vacillators is larger in the latter. The number of respondents
with pro-Western views is highest among Adjara Christians (70.3%) and in Samegrelo (69.5%).
The smallest number of pro-Westerners is among the surveyed Azerbaijanis (12.3%), while the
largest number of undecided (86.5%) is recorded in the same group. The pro-Russian sentiments

are minimal in all groups.3¢

Table 41.
Education
Target group Position Secondary
Secondary technical/special or Higher
incomplete higher
Pro-Westerner 47.7 65.3 78.4
Adjara Muslims Undecided 50.2 31.9 21.6
Pro-Russian 2.2 2.8 -
Pro-Westerner 65.8 68.6 75.8
Adjara Undecided 30.8 31.4 24
Christians i i i
Pro-Russian 3.4 0.0 0.0
. Pro-Westerner 415 48.3 61.3
Kvemo Kartli Undecided 55.8 474 38.7
Georgians
Pro-Russian 2.7 4.3 -

% Compared to 2020, the trend has changed - the rate of undecided among the ethnic Georgian population
has significantly decreased.
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Correlation analysis showed that there is a statistically significant relationship between the pro-
Western-pro-Russian index and socio-demographic characteristics such as educational

attainment, age, economic situation, and religiosity, more specifically:

a) The relationship between educational attainment and the pro-Western-pro-Russian index is
statistically significant among Georgians living in the Adjara region and Kvemo Kartli.

Respondents with higher education were found to be more pro-Western.

b) The dependence of the degree of tolerance on age groups/generations is statistically reliable
among Georgians living in the Adjara region and Kvemo Kartli. Among Adjara Muslims, the
middle-aged generation is the most pro-Western, while the older generation is the least pro-
Western. Among Adjara Christians, there is an inverse correlation between age and pro-Western
sentiments. Among Kvemo Kartli Georgians, the most pro-Western are young people, and the

least pro-Western are middle-aged people.

Table 42.
sbs30 (%)
Target group Position
18-34 years | 35-54 years | 55+ years
Pro-Westerner
59.6 66.9 45.4
. . Undecided
Adjara Muslims 40.4 31.6 51.7
Pro-Russian
- 15 29
Pro-Westerner
79.2 67.7 64.0
; isti Undecided
Adjara Christians ndecide 17.6 317 36.0
Pro-Russian
3.2 0.6 -
Pro-Westerner
63.8 419 52.3
K Kartli G i Undecided
vemo Kartli Georgians ndecide 36.3 557 444
Pro-Russian - 24 3.3
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Conclusion

Analysis of data obtained through representative population surveys, focus groups, and interviews
conducted in Samtskhe-Javakheti, Adjara, Samegrelo, and Kvemo Kartli showed, on the one hand,
the dominance of pro-democratic and pro-Western sentiments in society, and, on the other hand,
vulnerability to illiberal discourse. Although the study did not reveal any increase in pro-Russian
sentiments, in some places there is a rise in anti-Western sentiments, especially among ethnic
minorities.

In general, the study showed that many issues are perceived by the population, as expected,
through an ethnic and religious prism, although it is worth emphasizing that in this regard the
ethnic component turned out to be much more important than the religious one. When it comes
to not purely religious topics, a kind of dichotomy is observed in the perception of some issues,
which follows not religious, but ethnic lines. Accordingly, on many issues, the attitudes of
Muslim Georgians are identical to those of other ethnic Georgians, or very close to them, while
those of minorities - Armenians and Azerbaijanis - are different, sometimes even opposite. This
line is especially clear in the issue of foreign priorities. While ethnic Georgian respondents
surveyed in Adjara, Samegrelo, and Kvemo Kartli, including Muslims, have a clearly pronounced
pro-Western (pro-European, pro-American, and pro-Atlantic) sentiment, the priorities of
minorities are less pro-Western, and sometimes even anti-Western. To illustrate this, it is enough
to note that less than 1% of Azerbaijanis surveyed consider the United States to be Georgia’s main
friend, while this figure is identical among Adjarian Muslims and Christians, accounting for about
a quarter of the respondents.

The reasons for this are complex, but it can be clearly stated that the key and critically important
factor here is that ethnic Georgians and minorities actually exist in different information spaces.
The analysis of information sources has shown that the main, and sometimes the only, source of
news for ethnic minorities is foreign (Armenian, Turkish, Azerbaijani) media, which operate in a
different mode and occasionally with different standards.

The attitudes of the respondents towards ethnic, religious or national groups are mostly positive
or neutrally positive. The respondents have a positive attitude towards people of different
ethnicities and religions with whom they live together in their regions. This issue was confirmed
by both the survey results and focus group sessions and interviews with local civil activists. In
addition, the attitude towards “Westerners” (Americans and Europeans), as well as Turks,
Russians and Ukrainians, is largely positive, although this attitude varies significantly between the
target groups. They show relative caution towards people of those nationalities with whom they
have no or minimal personal contacts (Chinese). In parallel, other markers indicate the strong
conservative, often ultra-conservative views of a large part of the respondents. All of this creates a
picture that minimizes the risks of violent extremism and radicalism, but increases vulnerability
to far-right populism.

Nativism, which is part of the populist triad (along with authoritarianism and anti-establishment
sentiment), is high among the population of all three regions. It has both an ethnocentric and
ethno-religious character, with the second, ethno-religious component taking a more pronounced
and intolerant form. This is reflected in the fact that respondents categorically oppose the long-
term stay of foreigners of practically all nationalities in the country, as well as granting them
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citizenship (even if they meet all the criteria) and the possibility of purchasing property. A similar
negative trend was also revealed when studying anti-establishment sentiments - trust in central
state institutions is dramatically low, and trust in the church and army is high. Focus groups
revealed nihilism towards the political elite - both in the ruling and opposition spectrum. As for
the third component of the triad, autocracy, the data in this regard are relatively more
encouraging — the majority of respondents believe that democracy is better than all other political
systems (although here too the data varies significantly across target groups).

Indices allowed us to see the situation from a broader perspective. The tolerance index showed
that the majority of respondents occupy a transitional position (“undecided” category). The
exception is Samegrelo, where the degree of tolerance is the lowest among all the studied groups.
Statistical analysis conducted from the perspective of traditionalist-modernist showed that here
too the undecided category is the most numerous, although the pro-Western-pro-Russian index
revealed a radical difference between ethnic Georgians and minorities. While the majority of
ethnic Georgians are pro-Western in all groups, undecided constitute the majority among
Azerbaijanis and Armenians.

Analysis of data on education level, religiosity, economic situation, and age showed that there is a
certain connection between these factors and the attitudes of the population (although not as
pronounced as we expected). In part of the population, there is a statistically reliable direct
connection, on the one hand, between age and religiosity, and, on the other hand, between the
tendency towards populist political discourse of the ultra-right wing, while the correlation
between education level and economic status is negative. That is, the lower the level of education
attained, the poorer the respondent, the older and more religious he/she is, the higher his/her
degree of vulnerability to far-right ideas.
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